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PREFACE. 

IT  has  been  often  faid,  that  m* 
fancy  is  the  happieft  (late  of  hu- 
man life,  as  being  exempted  from 
thofe  ferious  cares,  and  that  an- 
xiety which  mud  ever,  in  fome 
degree,  be  an  attendant  on  a  more 
advanced  age  :  but  the  Author  of 
the  following  little  performance 
is  of  a  different  opinion;  and  has 
*ver  confidered  the  troubles  of 
zhildren,  as  a  fevere  exercife  to 
;heir  patience ;  when  it  is  recol* 
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lecled  that  the  vexations  which 
they  meet  with  are  fuited  to  the 
•weaknefs  of  their  underftanding, 
and  though  trifling  perhaps  in  them- 
felveSy  acquire  importance  from 
their  connexion  with  the  puerile 
inclinations,  and  bounded  views 
of  an  infant  mind,  where  prefent  - 
gratification  is  the  whole  they  can 
comprehend,  and  therefore  fuffcr 
in  proportion  when  their  wifhes 
are  obftrucled. 

H  The  main  defign  of  this  pub- 
lication is  to  prove  from  example, 
that  the  paio  of  rl:fappointrnent 
will  be  much  increafed  by  ill- \ 
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temper ;  and  that  to  yield  to  the 
foree  of  netejjity  will  be  found 
\vifer  than  vainly  to  oppofc  it. 
The  contraft  between  the  princi- 
pal character,  with  the  peevifhnefs 
of  her  coufin's  temper,  is  intended 
as  an  incitement  to  that  placid  dif- 
pofition  which  will  form  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  focial  life  in  every  ftage ; 
and  which,  therefore,  fhould  not 
be  thought  beneath  any  one's  at- 
tention, or  undeferving  of  their 
cultivation. 
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-iXS  I  had  nothing  particular  to  do,  I  took 
a  walk  one  morn  ing  as  far  as  St.  'Jamefs  Park^ 
where  meeting  with  a  lady  of  my  acquaint- 
ance, fhe  invited  me  to  go  home  with  her 
to  breakfaft;  which  invitation  I  accordingly 
complied  with.  Her  two  daughters  had  wait- 
ed for  her  a  confiderable  time,  and  exprefied 
themfelves  to  have  been  much  difturbed  at  her 
ftay.  They  afterwards  fretted  at  the  heat  of 
the  weather;  and  the  youngeft  happening  ac- 
cidently  to  tear  her  apron,  fhe  bewailed  it 
the  fucceeding  part  of  the  day  with  fo  much 
appearance  of  vexation,  that  1  could  not  help 
fhowing  fome  degree  of  aftonifhment  at  her 
B3 
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conduft:  and  having  occanon  afterwards  to 
mention  Mifs  Placid  I  added,  that  {he  was 
the  moft  agreeable  girl  I  had  ever  known. 

Mifs  Eliza,  to  whom  I  was  fpeaking,  faid, 
That  (he  had  long  wiihed  to  hear  fomething 
further  concerning  that  young  lady,  as  her 
niamma  very  frequency  propofed  her  as  an 
example,  without  mentioning  the  particulars 
of  her  conduct  •,  but  as  I  was  fo  happy  as  to 
be  favoured  with  her  intimacy,  flie  fhould  be 
glad  to  hear  a  recital  of  thofe  excellencies 
which  acquired  fuch  un:verfal  approbation* 

Incompliance  with  thisrequeft,  I  wrote  the 
following  fheets,  and  difpatched  them  to  Mifs 
£Iizat  and  by  her  defire  it  is  that  they  are 
now  fubmitted  to  the  world  ;  as  fhe  obligingly 
affured  me,  that  her  endeftvou/s  to  imitate 
the  calm  difpofition  of  the  heroine  of  thi* 
hiftory,  had  contributed  fo  much  to  her  own 
happinefs,.  air1  increafed  the  good  opinion  of 
her  friends,  that  {he  wifhed  to  have  fo  amiable 
an  example  made  public  for  the  advantage 
of  others.  I  (hail  therefore  prefent  thefe  me- 
moirs to  tke  world,  juft  as  they  were  fent 
to  my  young  friends;  and  fincerely  wifh  they 
may  meet  with  as  favourable  a  reception  from 
the  more  general^  as  they  did  from  a  private 
perufal. 

The  high  opinion,  my  dear  £&#,  which 
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you  entertain  of  Jemima  Placid,  would,  I  a(- 
fure  you,  be  much  increafed  upon  a  more  in- 
timate knowledge  of  her  worth.  The  fweet- 
nefs  of  her  temper  has  made  her  the  objcft 
of  particular  eflimation  among  all  her  ac- 
quaintance ;  and  I  had  the  happinefs  to  be 
admitted  of  that  number  at  a  very  early  pe- 
riod of  her  life.  Mr.  Placid  is  a 'clergyman 
of  diftinguifhed  merit,  and  has  been  for  many 
years  the  vicar  of  Smiledale.  The  fituation  pf 
the  parfonage  is  truly  beautiful,  but  the  in- 
come of  ihe  living  is  not  very,  confiderab'e: 
fo,  as  the  old  gentleman  has  two  fons  with  the 
young  Jemima  to  provide  for,  it  is  neceflary 
to  be  rather  frugal  in  his  expences.  Mrs. 
Placid  vt*s  remarkably  handlbme  in  her  youth, 
but  the  beauty  of  her  perfon  has  been  much 
impaired  by  a  continued  flats  of  ill  health, 
which  {be  fupports  with  fuch  a  degree  of 
cheerful  fortitude,  as  does  honour  to  human 
nature.  As  (he  has  had  the  advantage  of  a  li- 
beral education,  and  has  been  always  accuftomi 
ed  to  genteel  company,  her  converfation  isun« 
commonly  agreeable;  and  her  daughter  ha§ 
derived  from  her  inftructions,  thole  engaging 
qualities,  which  are  the  mod  valuable  endow- 
ments  a  parent  can  beftow.  The  eldeft  fon, 
whofe  name  is  Coarlft,  is  about  three  years, 
and  William^  the  youngell,  near  a  year  and 
a  half  older  than  his  lifter.  Their 
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tions  are  not  in  all  refpefts  fo  gentle  as  her?, 
yet,  r-n  the  whole,  they  form  the  moil  agree- 
able farrrly  I  have  ever  known. 

When  jemima,  was  about  fix  years  old.  her 
mamma's  health  rendered  it  necelTary  that 
(he  fhould  take  a  journey  to  Briftsl  •  and  it 
being  out  of  her  power  to  Have  Jemima  with 
her,  fhe  left  her  with  an  aunt,  whole  name 
was  Fixer,  and  who  had  two  daughters  a  few 
years  older  than  their  coufm.  Mifs  Placid, 
who  had  never  before  been  feparated  horn 
her  mamma,  was  feverely  hurt  at  the  thought 
of  leaving  home  :  but  as  (lie  was  told  it  was 
abfoliitcly  neceiTary.  fhe  relra  ned  her  tears, 
from  fear  of  increafing  the  uneafinefs  which 
her  mamma  experienced. 

At  laft  the  day  arrived,  when  her  uncle 
(whom  I  before  forgot  to  mention)  and  his 
wife  came  to  dinner  at  Smiledale*  with  an  in- 
tention of  conducting  Jtmima  back  with  them. 
She  was  in  her  papa's  Trudy  at  the  time  they 
alighted  ;  and  could  not  help  weeping  at  the 
idea  of  quitting  her  friends,  and  throwingher 
arms  around  her  bi  other  Williams  neck,  filent- 
ly  fobbed  forth  that  grief  fhe  wanted  power  to 
reftrain.  The  poor  boy,  who  loved  his  fifler 
with  gieat  tendeinefs,  was  nearly  as  much  agi- 
tated ss  herfeif,  and  could  only  with  affec- 
t:onaie  kifles  every  now  and  then  exclaim, 
Do  not  cry  fo,  jemima !  pray  do  not !  w* 
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(hall  loon  meet  again,  my  love!  pray  do  not 
cry!  When  (he  had  relieved  her  little  heart 
with  this  indulgence  of  her  forrow,  fhe  wiped 
her  eyes,  and  walked  (lowly  up  ftans  10  have 
her  frock  put  on.  So  your  aun"  is  come,  Mils? 
faid  Peggy,  as  (he  fat  down  the  bafon  on  the 
table  to  wafh  her  hands  —Poor  Jemima  M-as 
filent.  I  am  lorry  we  are  going  to  lole  you, 
my  dear,  added  fhe,  as  fhe  wiped  the  towel  over 


her  forehead ;  Peggj's  hand  held  back  her 
head,  and  at  the  lame  time  funporfced  her 
chin,  fo  that  her  face  was  confined,  and  ex- 
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pofed  to  obfenation.      She   wanted  to    hide 

her  tears   but  (he  could  not;  io  at  laft  hafliiy 

covenng  herlelf  with  the  maid's  apron,  and 

pun  ing  her  two  hands  round  her  waift,  fhe 

renewed  the  forrow  which  fhe  had  fo  lately 

fupprefled. 

Ftggj  was  very  fond  of  her  young  lady, 
as  indeed  was  every  fervant  in  the  houfe  ; 
but  there  was  a  ^ood  woman  who  went  in 
the  family  by  the  name  of  Nur/e.  for  whom 
Jemima  had  a  ftill  greater  attachment.  She 
had  attended  Mrs.  Placid  before  her  mar- 
riage, had  nurfed  all  her  children  from  their 
birth,  and  Jemima  was  the  darling  of  her 
heart.  As  fhe  entered  the  room  at  this  time, 
fhe  took  the  weeping  girl  into  her  lap,  and 
wept  hedelf  at  the  reflection,  that  it  was  the 
firfi  time  in  her  life  fhe  had  flept  without 
her! — And  fo  pray,  my  dear,  faid  fhe,  take 
cape  of  yourfelf,  and  when  you  go  to-bed 
mind  that  they  pin  your  night-cap  clofe  at 
the  top,  otherwise  you  will  get  cold;  and 
<Io  not  forget  to  have  your  linen  well  aired  ; 
for  otherwife  it  is  very  dangerous,  love  ;  and 
many  a  perfon,  by  fuch  negleft.  has  caught  a 
co  d  which  has  terminated  in  a  fever — Sueet 
child  !  I  do  not  like  to  truft  it  from  me,  added 
fhe.  hugging  her  flill  cloier,  and  fmother.ng 
her  face  in  a  check  cotton  handkerchief 
which  fhe  wore  on  her  neck.  Jemima  pro- 
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mifed  an  obfervance  of  her  injunctions,  and 
be;ng  now  drefled,  attended  a  furnmons  from 
her  mamma,  who  was  alone  in  her  chamber, 
the  company  having  left  her  to  walk  in  the 
garden  whether  (he  was  unable  to  accompany 
them.  I  fee,  my  dear  girl,  faid  fhe,  holding 
out  her  hand  as  fhe  fat  in  an  eafy  chair  by  the 
window,  I  fee  that  you  are  forry  to  leave  me; 


and  indeed  ''Jemima,  I  am  much  grieved  that 
fuch  a  feparation  is  neceflary  ;  but  I  hope  I 
fhall  be  better  when  I  return  ;  and  I  am  furs, 
you  would  wifli  me  to  be  qu>te  ^ell :  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  you  will  be  a  good  child  while 
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you  (lay  with  your  uncle  and  aunt,  and 
not  give  more  trouble  than  you  cannot  a- 
void.  You  know  my  love,  that  although 
you  are  going  among  jlranger;,  yet  you  will  be 
properly  and  kindly  taken  care  of ;  and  though 
1  do  not  fay  it  is  l>>  agreeable  as  lo  be  at  home 
with  your  nearer  frimds ;  yet  as  we  cannot 
have  every  thing  we  wifn  for,  we  muft  not 
be/r*//#/,  becaufe  thac  wil'  no1-  give  us  what 
we  dtj'ire.  and  wil  certainly  ma^e  us  more  un- 
comfortable,  and  be  difliked  by  all  thofe  w:th 
\vhom  we  are  connected.  There  are  a  great 
many  little  things  Jtmima^  which  you  kno.v, 
I  frequently  tell  you  of,  and  whicii  you  muft 
endeavour  to  remember  when  I  am  not  with 
you  :  therefore  do  not  forget  to  hold  up  your 
head,  and  behave  gracefully :  and  when  you 
are  at  dim  er.  if  you  (hould  be  offered  any 
thing  improper,  that  is,  what  you  are  not  per- 
mitted to  i.ave  at  home,  be  fure  civilly  to  re- 
fufe  it,  and  U'V.  Your  mamma  does  nor  chufc 
you  fhou'd  eat  any.  My  only  reafon,  you  moft 
be  convinced,  for  denying  you  any  indulgence 
of  that  kind,  i?,  becauie  it -would  difagree  wiih 
yru.  and  make  you  ill ;  and  uu  are  lo  good, 
1  dare  fjy,  as  never  to  do  tho'e  'nings  when 
your  papa  and  I  are  abfent,  which  we  fhould 
j  '  e'-ent  i  f  we  were  prefent.  Mifs  Placid t&titeA 
her  mamrna  of  her  obedierce,  andherfir-n  -e- 
folution  to  mind  ail  her  admonitions.  Whe» 


ADVANTAGE  of  GOOD-NATURE.  17 
fhe  refumed  her  irrjun&ions,  and  added,  there 
is  one  thing,  my  dear,  of  more  importance  than 
'the  reft,  which  1  would  have  you  chiefly  at- 
tend to  :  whatever  may  be  your  temptation  to 
the  contrary,  remember  to  fpeak  the  truth, 
Your  abfence  from  me  will  be  do  excufe  for 
the  neglect  of  your  duty  ;  and  if  once  you  for- 
feit your  honour,  I  can  have  no  further  de» 
ptndence  upon  you  ;  and  never  venture  to  re- 
ly on  the  concealment  of  a  fault ;  for  you  m..\y 
depend  upon  it,  fuch  tilings  are  found  out 
when  leaft  expected.  For  if  they  fhould  not 
be,  the  unhappinefs  you  would  feel  at  having 
behaved  wrongly,  would  be  a  great  punith- 
ment  of  itfelf.  Yet  I  need  not,  I  titre  lay,  have 
mentioned  this  to  my  Jemima,  as  fhe  is  at  ail 
times  fo  good  as  to  deferve  reliance;  only  as 
you  are  going  to  be  left  quite  to  you rf elf,  I 
thought  it  neceilary  to  put  you  particularly 
upon  your  guard.  Mr.  Piner  returning  at  the 
period  interrupted  any  further  difcourfc,  only 
Mrs.  /Ytffo/afFe&ionately  pr«fl'ed  her  hand,  and 
after  giving  her  a  kifs,  Jemjma  fat  down  on  a 
little  itool  by  her  fide. 

When  the  .hour  of  her  departure  was  nearly 
arrived  (he  retired  into  the  garden  to  take  leave 
of  her  brothers,  and  went  round  with  them  to 
all  the  different  places  fhe  had  been  accu  domed 
to  play  in.  They  vifjted  together  the  pouitry- 
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yard,  and  Jemima  fed  hei  bantams,  before  fhe 
left  them,  bidding  them  all  adieu,  and  looking 
behind  her  for  the  laft  time,  as  fhe  fhut  the 
gate.  They  then  wa  ked  round  by  {otne  wol- 
nu. -trees,  wr.ere  a  feat  had  been  put  up  for 
them  to  hi  in  the  fhade,  I  wifh  you  were  nut 
gL-Hig  !  faic  CbaHett  for  I  put  this  box,  and 
drove  in  thefe  nails,  on  putpofe  for  you  to  hang 
up  your  doll's  cioaihs.  and  now  they  will  be  of 
no  further  u(e  to  us.  I  \viih  fo  too  !  replied 
his  finer;  bt;t  I  cannot  help  it.  Well  do  riot 
cry.  aaced  Wilkam;  but  come  this  way  by  the 
biewliouie,  ana  bid  mv  rabbits  good-bye,  and 
take  this  piece  of  icttice  in  your  hand  to  feed 
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the  old  doe,  and  here  is  fome  parfley  for  the 
young  ones  ;  we  fhrill  have  fome  more  before 
you  come  back,  and  i  will  (end  you  word,  if 
I  can  how  many  there  be.  And  Jemima, 
fa'd  Charles,  I  wifh  I  were  going  with  you  to 
London  I  for  I  fhould  like  to  fee  it,  it  is  fuch  a 
large  place  :  a  gread  deal  bigger  than  any  vil- 
lages which  we  have  feen  ;  and  they  fay,  the 
houfcs  ftand  clofe  together  for  a  great  way; 
and  there  is  no  fields  or  trees  ;  and  the  houfes 
have  no  gardens  to  them.  But  then,  there  is  a 
great  number  of  (hops  and  you  might  perhaps 
get  a  collar  for  Htfior!  Do  pray  try,  Jemima^ 
and  buy  him  one,  and  have  his  name  put  upon 
it,  and  that  he  belongs  to  the  Rev.  MrtPlaa'</9 
of  Smiledale;  for  then,  in  cafe  we  fhould  lofe 
him  folk  would  know  where  to  return  him. 
And  would  it  not  be  better  to  have  a  bell,  faid 
William^  as  the  fheep  have  ?  I  like  a  bell  very 
much,  it  would  make  fucH  a  nice  notfe  about  . 
the  houfe !  and  then  we  fhould  always  know 
where  he  was  when  we  were  reading,  as  my 
father  will  not  let  us  look  after  him.  What  elie 
do  we  want  her  to  buy,  Charles?  cannot  you 
write  a  lift?  That  will  be  the  bed  way,  replied 
he,  taking  out  his  pencil,  and  very  ungracefully 
to  be  fure,  he  put  the  point  of  it  to  his  mouth 
two  or  thee  times  before  it  would  write  ;  and 
then  having  but  a  Imall  fcrap  of  paper,  he  dif- 

C    2 
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•-d   his  brother  as   the  fhortefl  way,  to  I 

a  fla'.e,  and  he  could  tranfcribe  it  after-  ! 

•  KP.  a  pen  and  ink,  for  he  h;:d,  in  en- 

to  cut  a.  new   point  to  his   pencil, 

b    -ken  it  off  fo  frequently,  that  the  lead  was 

al     v  ailed,  and  nothing  remained  except  the. 

I.     William  focn  returned  with   the  flatc 

his  arm.     Ckarlts  look  it  from  him,  and 

then  went  to  \vor;»  to  prerare  a  bill  of  necef- 

faiv  tlr.ngs.  which  his  fifter  was  to  purchafe 

in  /,;  .djn.     He  leaned  fo  hard  and  Scratched  in 

fuch  a  manner,  ai  had  any  grown  people  been 

of  the  J»any,  would  have  fct  their  teeth  on  edge; 

(a  fenfation,  !  beheve,  with  which  children  are 
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unacquainted,  for  they  never  feem  to  notice 
it  at  ail.)-—  Firft  then,  faicl  he,  I  am  to  mention 
a  collar  for  Hf&ort  with  his  name  and  place  of 
abode:  and  1  Ihould  like  very  much  to  have 
fome  Indian  glue  to  mend  our  playthings;  fuch 
as  papa  ufes,  and  which  we  cannot  get  here, 
you  know. 

William,  aflented,  and  Jemima  was  as  atten« 
live  as  if  fhe  had  been  to  remember  all  the 
things  he  was  writing,  without  the  afTiftancc 
of  his  lift.  They  fat  fometimes  in  filence,  to 
recollect  the  other  neceflary  commi iTions,  when 
{he  reminded  them,  that  a  new  pencil  would 
be  a  ufeful  article.  But  Charles  faid,  his  father 
would  fuppiy  the  want,  and  there  was  no 
need  to  fpend  his  own  money  for  things  he 
could  have  without  any  expence  ;  but,  if  any 
how  I  could  get  a  gun  with  a  touch  holet  \  fhouid 
be  quite  happy.  No  you  would  not,  return- 
ed William^  for  then  Charles  you  would  want 
gun~pa--wder,  which  you  never  tfp*/<j?have:  and 
if  you  had,  might  never  ufe  it.  To  be  fure 
that  is  true  !  I  have  long  wifhed  for  it  ;  but,  as 
you  fay,  I  will  be  contented  without  it ;  fo  do 
not  concern  yourfe'f  about  that,  and  I  need 
not  let  it  clown.  I  (hall  not  trouble  you  with 
the  reft  of  the  confutation  on  this  important 
fubjeft,  but  tranfcribe  the  lift  itfelf,  which, 
•with  the  account  of  the  preceding  converfa- 
tion,  I  received  from  a  young  lady,  who  fre- 
G  3  
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quently  fpent  fome  months  with  Mrs.  Placid' 
and  to  \vhofe  kindnefs  I  am  indebted  for  many 
of  the  various  incidents  which  compofe  this 
hiflory. 

A  Lift  of  the  Things  JEM i  MA  is  is  bring  fnnt 
London. 

A  foliar  for  HeQor. 

Indian  glue. 

Some  little  piflurts  to  make  zfiowa  of. 

A  pair  of  Jkaiia;  as  we  {hall  like  fkaiting 
better  than  ihc 

A  large  Coac'b-nvhip  for  Charles;  becaufe  John 
•will  not  lend  us  his; 

And  fome  little  becks  which  we  can  under- 
ftand,  and  which  mamma  told  Mrs.  Weft  may 
be  bought  at  Mr.  Mar/ballet  foir.e  where,  in 
fome  church-yard  :  but  Jemima  muft  inquire 
about  it. 

Such  \vere  the  orders  which  Mifs  Placid  re- 
ceived from  her  brothers  on  her  firft  journey 
to  the  metropolis.  They  then  attended  her  to 
bid  adieu  to  her  canary-bird,  which  (he  very 
tenderly  committed  to  their  care,  and  de  fired 
•  ould  feed  it  every  day^  and  give  it  wa- 
ter her  abfence  ;  and  mind  to  turn  the  glafs 
~.t  <ui-ay,  otherwife  the  poor  thing  might 
be  flai  ved.  While  (he  was  taking  her  leave  of 
little  Dick)  who  being  in  the  hall  by  the  win- 
dow, her  cat  came  puring  to  her,  and  rubbed 
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its  he-ad  againft  her  frock,  and  pufhed  againft 
her  feet;  then  lay  down  on  ons  fide,  and 
while  Jemima  ftroked  it  with  her  hand,  (he 
licked  her  fingers,  and  at  laft  jumped  up  into 
the  window-feat  to  be  ftill  neaier  to  its  mif- 
trefs,  who  taking  it  into  her  arms,  particularly 
defired  her  brothers  to  give  pufs  iome  of  their 
milk  every  morning,  and  to  fave  fome  bits  of 
meat  at  dinner,  to  carry  to  it  ;  for  my  Puffey^ 
added  fhe,  I  am  quite  forry  to  leave  you ! 
Another  affair  remained,  which  was  to  put  a- 
way  all  her  play-things:  but  this  fhe  had  de- 
ferred Co  long,  that  the  caniage  was  ready  be- 
fore fhe  had  concluded  :  fb  with  that  likewife 
fhe  was  obliged  to  entrufl  her  brothers;  and 
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looking  round  her  with  a  heavy  heart  uoon 
every  objeft  {he  had  been  accuftomed  to,  (he 
q  -"ted  the  room  with  regret,  and,  after  re- 
ceiving the  affe&'onate  kifles  of  the  whole  fa- 
mily, her  papa  lifted  her  into 'the  carriage, 
and  the  tears  running  down  her  cheeks,  file 
looked  out  of  th«  window  as  long  as  the  houfe 
was  in  fight,  and  her  brothers  continued  to 
ft  and  at  the  gate,  till  the  road  to  London  turn- 
ing into  a  contrary  direction,  they  could  r.o 
longer  fee  each  other.  She  then  with  a  me- 
lancholy countenanc",  watched  the  fields  and 
lanes  (he  puffed  by,  till  at  laft,  quite  fatigued, 
(he  fat  down,  and  focn  after  fell  afkep. 

When  they  flopped  at  the  inn  where  they 
intended  to  reft  that  night,  fhe  was  fo  much 
fatigued,  having  been  up  very  early,  that  (he 
did  nft  \\ake  till  fhe  was  nearly  undrefled  : 
when  finding  herfelf  in  a  houfe  where  fhe  had 
never  before  been,  fhe  looked  about,  but  was 
too  good  to  fret  at  fuch  a  circumftance,  though 
fhe  wifhed  to  be  at  home  again.  The  next 
moining  they  renewed  their  journey,  and  in 
two  days  arrived  at  Mr.  Fixers  houfe  about 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Jemima,  who  had  not  feen  her  coufins  fmce 
(lie  was  two  years  old.  had  entirely  forgotten 
them;  and  as  they  expecled  to  find  her  as 
much  a  baby  as  at  their  iaft  interview  they 
-ppearcd  like,  entire  Grangers  to,  each  other. 
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They  welcomed  their  papg.  and  mamma,  and 
looked  at  Mifs  Placid  with  iilent  amazement : 
both  parties,  indeed,  laid  the  civil  things  they 
\vere  deiired,  fuch  as,  How  do  you  do,  cou- 
fin  ?  rather  in  a  low  and  drawling  tone  of 
voice  :  and  Mils  Sally,  who  was  eight  years 
old  turned  her  head  on  one  fide,  and  hung 
on  her  papa's  arm,  though  he  tried  to  {hake 
her  off,  and  defired  her  to  welcome  Mifs  Pla- 
cid to  London,  and  to  fiy,  She  was  glad  to  {ee 
her.  to  inquire  alter  her  papa,  mamma,  and 
biothers:  ar.d  in  fhort,  to  behave  politely, 
and  receive  her  in  a  becoming  manner.  To 
do  this,  however,  Mr.  Finer  round  was  im- 
poiTible,  as  his  daughters  were  not  at  any  time 
dirtinguifhed  by  the  graces,  and  were  always 
particularly  awkward,  from  their  fhynefs  at 
a  fir  ft  introduction. — In  this  place,  my  dear 
Eliza,  you  mult  excufe  me,  ii  I  (top  to  hint 
at  a  like  error  in  your  own  conduft,  and  which 
indeed  young  ladies  in  general  are  too  apt  to 
be  inattentive  to:  that  <»s  firir.  impreflions  are 
ufually  the  ftrongeft,  it  isoi  great  comequence 
to  imprefs  your  company  with  a  favourable 
opinion  of  your  appearance.  As  you  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  common  forms  of  ^ood 
breeding,  you  mould  con  il  tier,  that  n  is  quite 
immaterial  whether  you  adurefs  a  lady  you 
have  before  feen,  or  one  with  whom  you  are 
unacquainted,  fince  the  compliments  of  civi- 
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lity  arc  varied  only  by  the  circumftances  of 
.  your  knowledge,  or  the  different  connections 
of  the  perfon  fo  whom  you  are  fpeaking. 
When,  ther-rfore,  you  are  in  company  with 
ftrangers,  you  fhould  accuftom  yourfelt  to  fay 
what  is  proper,  which  will  be  to  anfwcr  any 
quetlion  they  may  a(k  you)  without  at  ail 
cunfiderng  how  long  you  have  known  them  : 
arid  be  allured,  that  as  an  cafy  behaviour  is 
at  all  times  moft  agreeable,  you  will  cerra;n- 
ly  plcafe  when  you  Ipeak  with  a  modeft  de- 
gree of  freedom.  Do  not  therefore,  make 
yo  ;r(eif  uneafy  with  the  idea  of  appearing 
awkward,  for  by  that  means  you  will  defeat 
your  wifhes;  but  endavour  to  retain  -your 
natural  voice,  and  exprefs  yourfelf  with  the 
fame  unconcern  as  you  do  in  common  con- 
verfation  ;  fmce  every  fpecies  of  affeftation  is 
d  fagreeable,  and  nothing  will  fo  Itrongly  re- 
commend you  asjtmj>/icr/}'. 

Our  young  traveler  became  by  the  next 
moin;n3  vevy  fociable  with  her  couhns,  and 
cornp  ied  with  their  cuftoms  with  that  cheer- 
ful obiigingnels  which  has  always  fo  much  dif- 
tinguimed  her  characier.  She  was  much  fur- 
ptifed  at  Lite  buTile  which  (lie  faw  in  the  ftreet, 
and  the  number  of  carriages  fo  agreeably  en- 
gaged her  attention,  that  it  was  with  reluc- 
tance fhe  quitted  her  feat  on  a  red  trunk  by 
the  '.vincow,  to  enjoy  the  plays  in  which  her 
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coufins  were  felicitous  to  engage  her.  Mrs. 
Finer  had  been  for  fome  time  engaged  to  dine 
with  a  lady  of  her  acquaintance,  where  fhe 
could  not  conveniently  take  either  of  her  chil- 
dren, and  they  both  fretted  and  pined  at  the 
difappointment  fo  as  to  render  themielves  un- 
comfortable and  loofe  the  pleafure  of  a  holiday^ 
which  their  mamma  had  allowed  them  in  con- 
fequehce  of  their  couiin's  arrival.  Mifs  Nelly 
the  eideft,  was  continually  teazing  to  know 
the  reafon  why  fhe  might  not  go?  though  (lie 
had  repeatedly  been  told  it  wa>  inconvenient  ; 
and  Jemima  beheld  with  aftoniihrnent  two 
girls  lo  much  older  than  herielf  prelume  to 
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argue  with  their  mamma,  about  the  propriety 
of  her  commands,  when  their  duty  fhould 
have  been  quiet  fubmidion.  When  her  aunt 
was  gone  ihe  took  all  the  pains  in  her  power  to 
engage  them  to  be  good  'humoured,  prefented 
them  with  their  toys,  and  carried  to  them  their 
dolls  ;  but  they  fu'.lenly  replied  to  all  her  en- 
deavours, they  did  not  want  them :  and  told 
her  not  to  plague  them  fo,  for  they  had  feen 
them  alF  a  hundred  times.  At  laft  Sally  tak- 
ing them  a  little  tin  fire-place,  which  belonged 
to  her  fitter.  Mils  Ntlly  ftratched  it  from  her, 
and  (aid.  She  (hould  not  have  't!  Sally  caught 
it  back  a?'.ain,  and  thev  ftru'g'ed  for  it  with 
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fuch  puflion,  as  to  be  entirely  carelefs  of  the 
mifchief  they  might  do  each  other. 

Poor  Jemima^  who  had  never  difagreed  with 
her  brothers,  nor  been  witnefs  to  fuch  a  fcene 
in  her  life,  was  terrified  to  fee  them  engage 
with  a  degree  of  violence  which  threatened 
them  with  eifential  hurt.  She  endeavoured  to 
appeafe  their  fury,  and  ventured,  after  fhe  had 
flood  ftill  for  fome  time  between  two  chairs, 
to  try  if  by  catching  hold  of  one  of  their  hands 
flie  fhould  be  able  to  part  them  ;  but  they  only 
gave  her  fome  blows  ;  and  faid  fhe  had  no  bu- 
nnefs  in  their  quarrel !  She  then  retired  to  the 
further  part  of  the  room,  and  ardently  wifh- 
ed  herfelf  at  home.  When  fpying  another 
fire-place  under  the  table,  fhe  took  it  up  with 
good-natured  tranfport,  and  running  to  Mifs 
Pifffr,  told  her,  there  was  one  for  her  ;  which 
fhe  hoped  would  have  put  an  end  to  the  dif- 
pute.  This,  however,  proved  to  be  the  pro- 
periy  of  M;fs  Sally,  who  declared  in  her  turn 
that  her  fitter  fhould  not  touch  any  of  her  play- 
things :  and  finding  fhe  was  not  ftrong  enough 
to  retain  it,  fhe  threw  it  with  all  her  force  to 
the  other  end  of  the  room,  and  unfortunately 
hit  Mifs  Placid  a  blow  with  one  of  the  {harp 
corners  juft  above  the  temple.  This  at  once 
•put  an  end  to  the  battle,  for  the  blood  im- 
mediately trickled  down  her  cheek,  and  a- 
'D 
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larmed  the  two  fillers;  who  forgetting  the 
fuhjecl  of  the  debate  began  to  be  uneafy  at  '.he 
eftecls  of  it  :  only  Mifs  Nelly  t  who  confidered 
herfelf  as  more  innocent  (merely  becaule  fhe 
had  not  been  the  immediate  cauie  of  the  ac- 
cidentj  with  a  recriminating  air,  faid,  There, 
Mifs,  you  have  done  it  now  !  You  have  killed 
your  coufm,  I  .believe  !  Jemima,  though  in  a 
gr*at  deal  of  pain,  and  much  frightened,  did 
not  cry  :  as  fhe  feldom  fhed  tears,  unlefs  from 
fenfibility,  or  at  parting  with  her  friends.  She 
helcf  her  handkerchief  to  the  place,  and  be- 
came more  alarmed,  in  proportion  as  fhe  faw 
it  covered  with  blood  ;  till  at  lad  finding  it  was 
beyond  their  art  to  flop  the  effufion,  Mifs  Netty  ^ 
with  trembling  fteps,  went  up  (lairs  to  tell  the 
fervant  of  their  misfortune.  Dinah  t  which  was 
the  maid's  name,  had  been  fo  often  accuflom- 
ed  to  find  her.  young  ladies  in  mifchief,  that 
fhe  did  not  defcend  in  very  good-humour,  and  j 
upon  her  entrance  exclaimed,  That  they  were 
ali  the  naughtieil  girls  in  the  world  !  without 
inquiring  how  the  accident  happened,  or 
making  any  exceptions  to  the  innocence  of  Je- 
mimsi,  who  could  only  again  mofl  fincerely 
wifh  to  be  once  more  at  Smilcdale  with  her 
mamma.  Dinah^  after  wafhmg  her  temple 
with  vinegar,  which  made  it  fmart  very  much, 
(though  (he  did  not  complain)  told  them,  They  j 
had  been  fo  naughty  that  they  ihould  not  go , 
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to  play  any  more;  nor  would  ihe  hear  Mifs 
Placid's  juftification,  but  crofsly  interrupted 
her,  by  faying,  Hold  your  tongue  child  ! 
and  do  not  want  to  get  into  mifchief  again, 
for  my  miftrefswill  make  a  fine  piece  of  work, 
I  fuppofe.  about  what  you  have  done  already  ! 
Jemima  was  too  much  awed  by  the  i'1-nature 
of  her  looks,  and  the  anger  of  her  exprel- 


flons,  to  vindicate  her  conduct  any  further  ; 
but  quietly  fitting  down  fhe  comforted  herfelf 
with  the  reflection,  that  her  difplea'uie  was 
undeferved,  and  that  ro  fret  at  what  (he  could 

D    2 
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not  avoid,  would  not  make  her  more  happy; 
and  therefore,  with  great  good-humour,  took 
up  a  hit  of  paper,  which  contained  the  rough 
drawing  of  a  little  horfe  which  Charles  had 
given  her  on  the  day  of  her  departure,  and 
which  ihe  had  fince  carefully  preserved. 

In  j uftice  to  Mrs.  Dinah,  1  mud  here  ob- 
ferve,  that  fhe  was  not  naturally  ill-natured]  but 
the  Mifs/V#w  were  fo  frequently  naughty,  as 
to  give  her  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  tire  out 
her  patience :  and  their  mamma,  by  not  taking 
the  proper  methods  to  iubdue  the  errors  of  their 
difpofitions  had  made  them  fo  refractory,  that 
it  foured  her  own  temper,  and  occafioned  her 
to  blame  her  fervants  for  the  confequence  of 
thofe  faults  which  it  was  her  duty  to  have  pre- 
vented. So  you  fee,  my  dear  Eliza,  from  fuch 
inftances  how  miftaken  is  that  indulgence, 
which  by  gratifying  the  humours  of  children, 
will  make  them  impatient  and  vindiftive,  un- 
happy in  themielves,  and  a  trouble  to  every 
one  with  whom  they  are  connected.  The  ami- 
able Jemima  was  always  contented  and  good- 
humuor'_d,  eyen  when  fhe  was  not  in  a  (late 
agreeable  to  her  wifhes  ;  anci  by  learniug  to 
fubmit  to  what  fhe  did  not  like,  when  it  could 
riot  be  altered,  fhe  obtained  the  love  of  every 
body  who  knew  her,  and  pafled  through  life 
with  lefs  trouble  than  people  ufually  experi- 
ence :  for  by  making  it  a  rule  to  comply  with 
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her  fituation,  {he  always  enjoyed  the  comforts 
it  afforded,  and  differed  as  little  as  poffible 
from  its  income nicncc.  In  the'prefent  cafe  her 
coufins,  by  their  ill-temper  and  fretfulnefs, 
had  quarrelled'  with  each  other;  and  when 
Dinah  would  not  let  them  play,  as  indeed  they 
juftly  deferred  to  be  punifhed.  they  did  no- 
thing but  grumble  and  cry  the  whole  day  :  and 
were  fo  confcious  of  their  bad  behaviour  as 
to  be  afraid  of  feeing  their  mamma.  While 
IVlifs  Placid,  ferene  in  her  own  innocence,  en- 
tertained herfelf  for  fome  time  with  looking 
at  the  horfe  above-mentioned,  and  afterward 
with  pr  eking  it,  "till  Dir.ab  fet  her  at  liberty; 
which,  feeing  her  good-temper,  fhe  f  on  did  ; 
and  gave  her  befides  (bme  pretty  pictures  to 
look  ar,  and  fome  fruit  toe«t,  of  all  which  her 
coufins  were  deprived.  By  the  next  morn- 
ing Jemima  $  temple  had  turned  back  ;  and 
Mrs.  Piner  inquired  how  fhe  had  hurt  her- 
felf? She  coloured  at  the  queftion  with  fome 
confufion,  not  willrnp;  to  inform  her  aunt  of 
any  thing  to  Mifs  Sa/fy's  difadvzntage  ;  but 
as  fhe  was  too  honed  to  fay  any  thing  but  the 
truth  ;  the  begged  Mrs.  Piner  would  not  be 
angry  if  (lie  informed  her;  which  (he  having 
promifed,  Jemima  told  her;  adding,  that  her 
coufin  had  no  intention  to  hurt  her. 

Mrs.  Pifier  kiffed  and  commended  Jemima 
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very  much,  and  Dinah  having  I  ike  wife  given 
a  high  account  of  her  goodnefs,  fhe  told  her 
daughters,  She  was  much  difpleafed  with 


them;  but  in  confequence  of  their  coufm's 
intei  ceflion  would  not  punifh  them  that  time, 
and  de fired  them  for  the  future  to  imitate  htr 
example. 

As  Toon  as  breakfaft  was  over  they  were  dif- 
m  (Ted  to  fchool,  while  Jemima  remained  with 
her  aunt ;  who  after  having  heard  her  read, 
gave  her  a  handkerchief  to  hem,  which  fhe 
fat  down  by  her  to  oo  ;  and  when  fhe  had 
done  work,  very  prettily  entered  into  conver- 
fation.  I  jfhouid  be  much  obliged  to  you, 
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Madam,  faid  (he,  as  I  do  not  know  my  way 
about  London,  if  you  would  go  with  me  to  buy 
Come  things  for  my  brothers,  which  I  promif- 
ed  to  carry  back  when  I  return.  I  have  got 
fome  money  to  pay  for  them,  for  Charles  gave 
ma  fix-pence,  and  three  halfpence,  and  a 
farthing  ;  and  William  gave  me  three -pence  ; 
and  I  have  got  a  filver  penny,  and  a  two» 
pence  of  my  own,  all  fcrewed  fafely  in  a  lit- 
tle hair  box. 

Mrs.  Finer  inquired  what  the  articles  were 
which  flic  wifhed  to  purchafe,  and  imiled  on 
perufing  the  lift  which  Charles  had  written. 
And  pray,  my  dear,  faid  (he,  how  do  you  in- 
tend to  carry  the  coach-whip,  for  you  will  not 
be  able  conveniently  to  pack  it  up  \  and  as  to 
the  fkaits,  I  do  not  think  your  papa  would 
chufe  your  brothers  (hould  make  ufe  of  them 
till  they  are  much  older,  as  they  are  very  dan- 
gerous, and  particularly  fo  to  little  boys.  The 
other  th.ngs  I  will  endeavour  to  procure,  and 
you  (hall  take  a  walk  with  me  to  Mr.  Mar/ball's 
to  buy  the  books,  and  chufe  them  yourfelf,  and 
I  will  pay  for  them  ;  fo  you  may  lave  your  mo- 
ney in  the  little  box,  for  you  are  a  very  good 
girl,  and  therefore  deferve  to  meet  with  en- 
couragement, Jemirfia  thanked  her  aunt  for 
her  kind  intentions,  and  faid.  if  fhe  could  get 
a  coach-whip,  fhe  thought  (he  could  carry  it 
to  Smikdale  in  her  hand  ;  and  as  her  brothers 
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were  always  kind   to  her,  fhe  wiftied  to  do 

«very  thing  in  her  power  to  oblige  them. 

The  next  day  was  to  be  a  holiday  at  her  cou- 
fm's  fchool,  on  account  of  their  dancing  maf- 
ter's  ball,  to  which  Mifs  Finer  was  invited  ; 
and  Mrs.  Pincr  had  proofed  Jemima  fhe  fhould 
be  of  the  party.  They  rofe  in  the  morning, 
with  the  pleafmg  hopes  of  enjoying  a  dance 
in -the  evening;  and  Mifs  Nelly  went  a  dozen 
t-mes  in  the  day  to  look  at  her  new  cap,  vvifh- 
it  was  trne  to  put  it  on.  (for  fhe  was  a  filly 
vain  girl)  and  was  (b  foolifhas  to  imag^.e  her- 
feU  of  nnore  corfequence,  becaufe  fhe 'was 
b  ttrr  dvefled  than  ot^er  children.  O  M  fs 
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Placid!  faid  {he,  you  will  look  fo  dowdy  to- 
night in  your  plain  muflin  frock,  while  all 
the  reft  of  the  ladies  will  wear  their  gauze 
frocks  or  filk  coats  full  trimmed.  Have  you 
feen  how  handfome  our  drejfis  will  be  ?  Do 
_pray  look  at  them,  added  fhe,  opening  the 
drawer,  and  extending  the  filk5  and  then  glad 
of  an  excufe  to  furvey  it,  fhe  went  to  a  box, 
and  taking  out  her  cap,  held  it  on  her  hand, 
turning  it  round  and  round,  with  u  oearc^  of 
pride  and  pleaiure,  which  was  ve^y  iiily. 

Jemima  good-naturediy  admired  ner  cou- 
fin's  finery  without  wifhing  tor  any  addition 
to  her  own.  I  am  fure,  replied  ihe,  my  mam- 
ma has  provided  what  is  proper  ior  me  ;  and 
is  fo  kind  as  to  afford  me  every  uuti?  necef- 
fary;  and  my  frocks  are  al  way?  ckan.  an--*  will 
do  extremely  well  for  the  prc-it  a  t>c'  .Mi^n,  rr 
elfe  my  aunt  would  have  bought  .,;e  mother. 
But  fhould  you  not  like  fuch  a  ca,>  ?  iVid  V'-fs 
Nelly ',  putting  it  on  Jemimas  head j  you  look 
very  pretty  in  it  indeed  !  No,  I  think  ic  is  too 
large  for  me,  returned  Mifs  Placid;  and  mere 
is  a  piece  of  wire  in  it,  which  fcratches  vAen 
you  prefs  it  down  :  you  fhould  alter  vhui,  or 
it  will  be  very  uncomfortable. — In  fhott  the 
ball  was  the  only  fubjecl  of  convert. on  <  ur- 
ing  the  whole  day  ;  and  although  Mils  tinsr 
felt  an  uncommon  head-ach  and  iicknds,  >;gt 
fhe  would  not  complain,  for  fear  her  mamnja 
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ihould  think  proper  to  leave  Herat  home  The 
pain,  however,  increafed  greatly,  and  (he  fre- 
quently left  the  parlour  to  give  vent  to  her 
cornp'airits,  and  avoid  her  mamma's  notice. 
The  heavinefsof  her  eyes,  and  flternate  change 
of  countenance  from  pale  to  red,  at  la(l  took 
Mrs.  Fixers  attention,  and  fhe tenderly  inquir- 
ed after  her  health:  but  JMifs  Ncliy  affected  to 
treat  her  indifpofition  as  a  tnile,  though,  as 
fhe  was  by  no  means  patient  in  general,  fhe 
would  at  any-other  time  have  made  inceflant 
complaints.  She  attempted  to  laugh  and  play, 
but  to  no  purpofe,  for  her  illnefs  became  too 
violent  to  be  fuppreffed  :  however,  upon  her 
papa's  hinting  at  dinner  that  (he  feemed  to  have 
no  appetite,  and  had  better  (if  not  well)  go  to- 
bed,  fhe  forced  herfeif  againfl  her  inclination 
to  eat  lome  meat  and  pudding,  and  went  up 
afterward  to  conceal  her  uneafinefs,  and  put 
on  her  deaths;  thinking,  that  if  fhe  was  in 
readinefs  it  would  be  an  additional  reafon  for 
her  going.  But  alas!  fo  fool ifh  is  vanity,  and 
fo  infignificant  are  outward  ornaments,  that 
when  Mifs  Ndly  was  decked  out  in  the  gauze 
frock  which  had  fo  long  engaged  her  thoughts, 
fhe  felt  fuch  a  degree  of  uneafinefs  from  her 
ficknefs  as  to  make  her  difregard  what  fhe  had 
before  wifhed  lor  with  fuch  ill-placed  ardour, 
^living  eaten  more  than  was  proper  for  her 
in  fuch  a  diibrdered  itate,  it  increaf- 
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ed  her  illnefs  very  much ;  but  being  deter- 
mined to  go,  though  her  mamma  ad  vifed  her  to 
the  contrary,  acd  pretending  fhe  was  fomewhat 
better,  fhe  ftepped  into  the  coach,  the  motion 
of  which  loon  produced  a  moft  terrible  cataf- 
trophe;  and  before  fhe  could  fpeak  for  aiiif- 
tance,  occasioned  fuch  a  violent  Jicknefs  as  to- 
tally ipoiled  her  own  and  her  couiin's  doaths, 
\vho  fat  oppofite  to  her:  nor  did  Mil's  Sa/!y's 
quite  efcape  the  difafter ;  for  as  fhe  had  fpread 
them  over  Jemima  with  an  intent  to  difplay 
their  beauties,  they  fhared  in  part  that  cala- 
mity wh;ch  had  fo  unfortunately  overtaken 
the  others. 

Mrs.  Piner^  though  fhe  was  grieved  at  her 
daughter's  indifpofition.  was  iikcwife  extreme- 
ly angry  at  the  confequence  of  her  obilinacy. 
If  you  had  flaid  at  home,  as  /  bade  you,  laid 
flie  fomswhat  angrily,  nothing  of  this  would 
have  happened  !  and  pulling  the  check'  firing 
added,  we  muft  turn  about  coachman,  for  we 
cannot  proceed  in  this  condition.  Mil's  6«/£>, 
notwitbflanjing  her  filler's  illnefs.  continually 
teazed  her  mamma,  to  know  whether  they 
mould  go  when  Nelly  was  let  down,  and  her 
own  drefs  wiped;  without  attending  to  her 
fitter's  complaints.  When  the  carriage  leached 
Mr.  Pincr'S)  he  came  himfelf  haflily  to  the  door 
to  know  what  accident  had  occasioned  their 
unexpected  return  ;  and  upon  being  informed 
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lifted  poor  Nelly  into  the  houfe,  while  her  fif- 
ter  declared  fhe  would  not  walk  in  doors,  as 
ftie  wanted  to  go  to  the  ball.  Dinah  was  how- 


ever called  down,  and  v/ith  much  refiflance, 
conveyed  the  young  lady  crying  and  kicking 
up  ftairs. 

Jemima  flood  by  unnoticed  in  the  general 
<;onfunon,  and  Mifs  Finer  was  undreiled  with 
the  utmofl  expedition,  and  fincerely  rejoiced 
to  be  rid  of  the  encumbrance  of  that  finery 
which  in  another  fituation  would  have  excited 
her  envy.  Our  little  heroine^  \v\\ofefenfe  as  well 
*s/erenity  was  uncommon,  reflected  that  gay 
cioaths  mufl  certainly  in  themieives  be  of  lit- 
tle value,  fmce  they  could  not  prevent  the 
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approach  of  deceafe,  or  fufpend  for  a  moment 
the  attacks  of  pain.  That  the  pleafure  thev 
bellowed,  as  it  was  ill  founded,  was  likewife 
extremely  tranfient,  as  Mifs  Sally's  paflion  on 
her  difappointment  was  fufficient  to  prove, 
fince  fhe  was  now  mortified  in  proportion  as 
{he  had  before  been  elated.  And  though  her 
filler's  reflections  were  for  the  prefent  fuf- 
pended  by  the  violence  of  pain,  yet  her  vexa- 
tion, when  fhe  was  reftored.  to  the  ability 
of  contemplating  the  Mate  of  her  cloaths, 
would  be  equally  poignant,  and  without 
remedy. 
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While  Mifs  Placid^  in  obedience  to  her  aunt, 
took  off  the  frock  which  had  differed  fo  much 
in  its  fltiort  journey,  Mifs  Sally  fat  roaring  and 
crying  in  an  eafy  chair  into  which  fhe  had 
thrown  herfelf,  declaring  fhe  'would  go  !  and 
pufhing  Dinah  away  as  often  as  fhe  attempted 
to  take  out  a  pin.  Nor  would  fhe  be  pacified 
by  any  endeavours  which  were  ufed  to  pleafe 
and  amufe  her;  till  her  mamma,  quite  tired 
with  her  noife  and  ill-humour,  declared  fhe 
would  fend  word  to  her  governefs  the  next 
morning,  if  fhe  did  not  do  what  fhe  was  de- 
fired :  upon  which  threat  fhe  fubmitted  to  be 
undrefled  ;  but  petulantly  threw  every  article 
of  her  attire  upon  the  ground,  and  afterward 
fat  down  in  one  of  the  windows  in  fullen  fi- 
lence.  without  deigning  an  anfwer  to  any  quef- 
tion  that  was  propofed  to  her.  Jemima  was  as 
much  difappointed  as  her  coufm  could  be,  and 
had  formed  very  high  expectations  of  the 
pleafure  fhe  fhould  receive  at  the  ball ;  but  flie 
had  been  always  accuftomed  to  fubmit  to  una- 
voidable accidents  without  repining,  and  to 
make  herfelf  happy  with  thofe  amufements  in 
her  power,  when  fhe  was  deprived  of  what 
fhe  might  wifh  for  but  could  not  procure. 

Sometime  afier  this,  Mr.  Sfeivar^  a  gentle- 
man who  lived  at  Stniledale,  catne  up  to  town 
about  bufinefsj  and  called  upon  Mr.  P/wr  "with 
an  intention  of  feeing  Mifs  Jemima:  who  wa 
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much  diftreffed  that  {he  happened  to  be  abfent, 
as  {he  w ifhed  to  hear  fome  news  of  her  papa 
and  brothers.  However  he  returned  again  the 
next  day,  ane  Mifs  Placid  very  gracefully  paid 
her  refpects  to  him,  and  inquired  after  the 
friends  {he  had  left.  lie  fatisfied  her  as  to 
their  health,  and  prefented  her  with  a  letter 
from  her  brother  Charles ,  which,  as  foon  as  fhe 
could  find  an  opportunity,  fhe  retired  to  read. 
The  contents  were  as  follow  : 

To     Mifs     PLACID. 
MY  DEAR  SISTER, 


A. 


*S  William  writes  fo  very  flowly,  and  as 
papa  does  not  think  he  ftiould  feriblle  at  all,  he 
has  defired  me  to  inform  you  of  every  thing 
that  had  pafled  fince  you  left  us.  And  firft 
I  muft.  acquaint  you  with  a  fad  accident,  which, 
will  render  one  of  your  commiffions  ufelefs. 
Poor  Hcfiorf  the  day  after  you  went  away  was 
loft  for  feveral  hours  :  we  went  to  every  boufe 
in  the  village,  and  hunted  behind  every  tomb 
in  the  church-yard  j  called  Heftor!  He&tft 
through  all  the  fields,  and  then  returned  and 
fought  him  in  our  own  garden  again  :  leixfced 
under  ihe  bench  in  I  he  pcultry-yardji.iay  even 
in  the  cellar  am?  coal-hole;  but  no  HfffvrtG- 
turned.  We  fat  down  together  on  tbe  bottom 
E  2 
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flair  in  the  hall,  and  William  cried  ready  to 
break  his  heart.  Papa  faid  he  was  forry  ;  but 
told  us  our  tears  would  not  bring  him  back, 
and  advifed  us  to  bear  the  lofs  of  him  with 
more  fqrtk«de  ;  took  Will  on  his  lap,  and  read 
a  ftopy  to  divert  him.  We  got  tolerable  cheer- 
ful, and  went  down  to  tea ;  but  as  foon  as  my 
brother  took  up  his  bread,  the  thoughts  of 
how  Hefior  always  jumped  up  to  him  for  a  bit, 
and  how  he  would  bark  and  fnap  in  play  at 
his  fingers,  quite  overcame  his  nrmnefs,  and 
he  could  not  touch  a  morfel.  Well,  to  make 
fhort  of  the  ftory,  the  next  morning  John 
came  in  and  told  papa  that  'Squire  Suf ton's  game- 
keeper, not  knowing  to  whom  he  belonged, 
had  (hot  him  for  running  after  the  deer.  Why 
•now,  faid  I,  if  he  had  but  ftaid  away  from  the 
park  till  Jemima  had  brought  him  a  collar  he 
would  not  have  been  killed.  Poor  He  far ! 
I  {hall  hate  Ben  Hunt  as  long  as  I  live  for  it. 
Fye,  Charles!  faid  my  father.  Heflar  is  deeuf. 
Sir,  faid  I  ;  and  I  did  not  then  (lay  to  hear 
any  further.  But  fince  that  we  have  talked 
a  great  deal  about  love  and  forgivenefs,  and  I 
find  I  muft  love  Btn  Hunt,  even  though  I  now 
iee  poor  Hetttrs  tomb  in  the  garden.  For  John 
went  to  fetch  him,  and  we  buried  him  under 
the  lilack  tree,  on  the  right  hand  fide,  ju ft  by 
the  large  fun-flower :  and  we  cried  a  great  deal, 
and  made  a  card  tomb-dome  over  hi*  grave  ; 


d  papa  gwe  uss  aa  eJdi  Isatf-tasc^  ie»l  we 
CX23  i"?  i nto  pieces',,  arsd  we  wesoU  « 
His  CID^IS  was 


pecteir's  funs  xsixotfe  fefciwi  was  fo  kind  as  to 
make  k  lories  ;  while  Jfenrajp^tooe^ the  clerk's 
liepfjew,  my  brother,  aisd  1  followed  as  ckieF 
mourncts;  and  old  JfinrjS-anci  P/ggjp  pat  on 
their  Wack  hoods.,  which  they  had  when  J«wy 
Thun£x  die^j  and  went  with  us  ;  zn<l  we  had 
the  kitchen  table  cloth  for  a  pali,  with  the 
old  black  wrapper  put  over  k  which  ofea  to 
cover  the  parrot's  ca^e;  but  we  did  not  rea  d 
.  »-/  thing  tor  &at  would  not  havt  been  ng.h1  : 
*  ^  E  ? 
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as  you  know  after  all  he  was  but  a  dog.  Papa, 
however,  to  pleafe  us,  wrote  the  following 
epitaph,  which  I  very  carefully  tranfcribed, 
and  affixed  over  his  grave. 

Here  He&or  lies,  more  bfeft  bj  far^ 

'Than  he  *ivko  drwe  the  vigor's  car, 

N-  bo  once.  Patroclus  did  fubdue^ 

And  jNjfered  for  the  conqueft  too. 

Like  him  overcome  by  cruel  fate. 

Stern  fortune* s  vnrelent:t'g  huffy 

An  equal  doomfrvere  he  Jound; 

And  Hunt  inflicts  the  deadly  •wound. 

Lefs  cruel  than  Pelides,  he 

His  manes  ivere  purfuits  to  be  ; 

And  fatisfied  to  fee  him  fall, 

Se'tr  dragged  him  round  the  Trojan  ivalL 

I  am  very  forry  for  the  poor  fellow's  untime- 
ly end  ;  and  io,  I  dare  fay,  you  will  be. — Our 
rabbit  h^s  kindled  ;  and  we  have  one  in  parti- 
cular the  fkin  of  which  is  white,  with  black 
fpots,  the  prettied  I  ever  fa\v,  and  which  we 
have  called  "Jtmima^  and  wi'l  give  it  to  you 
when  you  return. — Ptggy  has  fprained  her 
ancle  by  a  fall  down  ftairs,  I  forgot  my  wooden 
horfe,  and  left  it  in  the  way:  and  fhe  came 
tknvn  in  the  dark,  and  (tumbled  over  it.  I 
was  very  forry,  and  my  papa  was  much  dif- 
pleafed,  as  it  is  what  he  has  fo  often  cautioned 
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us  againft.  Jack  Dough,  the  baker's  boy,  brought 
me  a  linnet  yefterday,  which  I  have  placed 
in  a  cage  near  your  canary- bird  ;  who  is  very 
well. — I  do  not  think  I  have  much  more  to 
fay,  for  writing  is  fuch  tedious  work  that  1  am 
quite  tired,  though  what  I  have  done  has  been 
a  fortnight  in  hand.  I  have  a  great  many  things 
which  I  want  to  tell  you  if  we  could  meet ; 
and  I  fhould  wifli  to  know  how  you  like  Lon- 
don. Good-bye  I  William  defires  his  love  to 
you,  and  bids  me  fay,  that  he,  as  well  as  my- 
felf,  will  ever  be, 

Your  affectionate  Brother, 

CHARLES  PLACID. 

P.  S.  Inclofed  I  have  fsnt  you  a  {ketch  of 
Meflor's  funeral  proceflion,  which  your  fa- 
vourite Ned  Kindly^  who  was  one  of  the  party, 
drew  on  purpofe  for  you. 

You  may  be  Cure  that  the  intelligence  of 
Ifeftvrs  death  gave  Jemima  fome  unealinefsj 
more  efpecially,  as  at  the  firft  time  Mr.  Stew- 
ard had  called  ihe  was  out  with  her  aunt,  and 
actually  purchafed  a  collar  for  him  ;  which  be- 
fore the  receipt  of  her  letter,  (he  had  contem- 
plated with  great  fatisfa&ion,  in  the  idea  of 
having  To  well  executed  her  brothers'  commif- 
fion,  and  the  pleafure  it  would  afford  them. 

When  Mils  Placid  had  been  in  town  about 
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four  months,  and  her  ziMmraa  was 

from  &3f&£     Mr,  flasid  came  up  to  fetch  !WT 

}iomes  and  iwvjled  fecr  ccmfins  to  accostpany 

her  to  SxsJ&dalfy  proiaifing  to  take  great  taie 
of  them,  and  to  teaxrli  them  to  read  and  vmte  c 
and  tbat  Mrs.  Pfaril  vrcatM  in,feutt  tEetas  ia 
every  ctaer  part  of  their  kaxamg,  I'o 


Mr,  and  Mrs*  Pi »C?F  contented,.  Tlie  plcafure 
ivhich  y&niKtG  felt  at  Ceemg  her  pans  alter  fo 
long  an  abfence,  can  be  |?etter  imagined  than 
deferibed.  She  looked  at  him  vmh  fuch  tsanf- 
port,  that  the  tears  flirted  to  her  eyes:  and 
wanting  words  to  declare  tbc  fecJiu^s-  of  btr 
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heart  could  only  exprefs  her  joy  by  flroking 
and  killing  his  hand,  as  fhe  fat  on  a  ftopl  by 
his  fide  ;  and  preffing  it  with  fcfrvox  between 
both  hers,  fhe  exclaimed,  that  fhe  was  glad 
to  fee  him.  Her  uncle  and  aunt  gave  her  the 
higheft  praife  for  her  good-behaviour,  and  af- 
fured  her  papa,  that  they  had  never,  during 
the  whole  time  of  her  v;fit,  feen  her  once  out 
of  humour,  or  at  all  fretful  upon  any  occafion. 
Mr.  Placid  faid  he  was  extremely  happy  to  hear 
fo  good  an  acconnt  of  his  little  girl  ;  but  that 
he  expefted  every  thing  amiable  from  the 
fweetnefs  of  her  difpofition  :  adding,  it  would 
b»e  very  flrange  if  fhe  had  behaved  otherwife 
with  you,  as,  I  afTure  you,  fhe  is  at  all  times 
equally  traclable  and  engaging.  The  evening 
before  her  departure,  her  aunt  was  fo  oblig- 
ing as  to  prefent  her  with  a  new  </<?//,  which 
fhe  had  taken  great  pains  to  drefs,  and  had 
made  for  it  two  dimity  petticoats,  with  a  nice 
pair  of  llays,  a  pink  fattin  coat,  and  a  muflin 
frock.  She  had  likewife  purchafed  fome  cot- 
ton ftockings,  and  a  pair  of  red  fhoes  with 
white  rofes,  white  gloves  tied  with  pink 
firings,  and  a  gauze  cap  with  pink  fat  tin  rib- 
bons. Jemima^  with  a  graceful  courtefy,  paid 
her  .acknowledgments  to  Mrs.  Finer  for  that 
favour,  and  all  the  kind  attention  fhe  had  re- 
ceived fince  fhe  had  been  in  town,  and  law  it 
packed  up  with  great  care  in  a  box  by  itfelf ; 
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pleafing  herfelf  with  the  joy  it  would  afford 
her,  to  fliow   it   to  her  mamma.     She   then 
bulled  herfelf  in  putting  up  the  Indian  glew, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  pictures  which  had 
been  given  her  ;  poor  Hetfor's  collar,  and  fe- 
veral  books  which  fhe  had  bought  at.  Mr.  Ma- 
Jhail's,  and  had  already  perufed  wi:h  much  de- 
light, particularly  his  Courfe  of  Lefiures  fir  Sun- 
day Evenings  ,-  The  Village  School,  and  Perambula- 
tion cfaMoufe,  2  vols.  each  ;  together  with  the 
Firft  Principles  of  Religion^  arid  the  Advctrture*  of 
a  Pincujhion.  All  thefe  mighty  volumes  fhe  took, 
with  her  to  Smiledale,  and  Mr.    Placid  was  fo 
much  pleafed  with  them  as  to  fend  for  an  ad- 
ditional fupply  to  prefent  to  his  friends.     As 
to  the  fkaits  he  had  defired  her  not  to  think 
about  them,  as  he  fhould  by  no  means  approve 
of  her  brother's  ufing  them  ;  nor  would  they 
have  occafion   for  a  coach-whip  -,  but   as  he 
knew  Cbai/es  had  broken  his  bat,  {he  might 
carry  him  one  inftead.     Jemima  entreated  per- 
miffion  to    convey   to  them  a   drum,  as  fhe 
thought  it  would  be  a  play-thing  they  would 
much  enjoy:  to  this  he  immediately  confent- 
ed,  and  went  himfelf  to  procure  one. 

Mifs  Finer*)  who  were  in  as  great  a  hurry 
with  their  preparations  as  "Jemima^  behaved 
with  lefs  compofure  on  the  occafion:  they 
toiled  every  thing  out  of  their  drawers  in 
fearch  of  fuch  toys  as  they  could  poiEbly  take 
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with  them,  and  wanted  to  pack  up  their 
whole  (lock  of  play-things  ( which  indeed  was 
a  very  large  one)  and  then  as  faft  as  Dinah  put 
what  they  defired  into  the  trunk,  Mifs  Nelly 
fnatched  it  out  if  it  belonged  to  her  fitter ;  and 
Mifs  Sally  did  the  fame  unlefs  it  happened"  to 
be  her  own.  So  that  quite  tired  with  their 


teazing  naughty  behaviour,  fhe  turned  it  top- 
fy-turvy,  and  declared  fhe  would  not  put  up 
any  one  thing  except  their  cloaths ;  and  added, 
fhe  wifhed  they  were  gone  with  all  her 

heart. I   ihall    not  take   up  your  time 

with  any  account  of  their  journey,  nor  en- 
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deavour  to  defcribe  the  places  which  they 
pafled  through  in  their  way  to  Smi!edalet  wh  • 
ther  they  arrived  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  Jemima  ran  to  her  mamma  w.th 
a  degree  of  rapture  which  evinced  the  fin- 
cerity  of  her  joy,  in  returning  to  her  em- 
braces, as  foon  as  her  brothers  would  permit 
her  to  difengage  herfelf  from  their  carefles ; 
but  as  they  knew  the  day  which  was  fixed  for 
her  return,  and  could  nearly  gucfs  at  the  time 
fhe  would  arrive,  they  had  taken  their  ftand  at 
the  very  place  where  they  had  parted  with  her, 


and  as  foon  as  the  carriage  came  in  fight,  they  ' 
ran  with  their  utmoft  fpeed  to  meet  it}  and  ! 
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came  back  again  jumping  by  the  fide,  and 
when  the  coach  (lopped,  were  fo  eager  to  wel- 
come their  filter,  that  they  would  fcarcely 
leave  room  for  her  to  get  out,  and  they  were 
in  fuch  a  hurry  to  fhow  her  every  new  acqui- 
fition  they  had  made  fmce  her  departure,  that 
they  would  not  allow  her  time  to  fpeak  to  any 
body  but  themfelves. 

Charles  wanted  her  to  go  into  the  hall  to  look 
at  his  linnet;  and  William  was  as  earned  to 
take  her  to  his  rabbits;  while  Jemima,  who 
was  equally  ready  to  oblige  them  both,  flood 
ftill,  without  knowing  which  fhe  fhould  firft 
content  to  follow:  'till  Mr.  Placid,  taking  hold 
of  her  hand,  thus  moderated  the  impatience  of 
his  fons :  My  dear  boys,  I  am  much  delighted 
to  fee  your  mutual  affe&iou  for  each  other, 
and  the  pleafure  you  exprefs  at  your  filler's 
return  ;  but  do  not  be  in  fuch  a  hurry  to  {how 
her  thofe  things  which  (he  will  to-morrow 
have  fufHcient  time  to  infpe6l.  We  all  wifh  at 
prefent  to  enjoy  her  company,  and,  therefore, 
deter  your  intention  of  taking  her  from  us  to- 
night, as,  I  hope,  you  will  have  no  occafion 
to  fear  a  fpeedy  feparation.  Befides,  I  think, 
you  are  a  little  wanting  in  politenefs,  not  to 
'take  notice  of  your  cmiftni. 

Charles  faid  he  did  not  know  them  :  and  Wit- 
li*m  declared  he  did  not  want  them  j  and  both 
F 
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acknowledge  they  had  nothing  to  fay  to  them, 
Mrs.  Placid  blamed  them  for  the  rudenefeof 
fuch  declarations,  and  took  the  young 
and  Jemima  up  flairs  to  their  a  par  trr.cn '. 
tea   was  getting  teady.     During  this  ii. 
William  climbed  upon  his  father's  knee., 
?»ir.  Placid  was  holding  both  his  hand. 


he  leaned  hack  hi?  head  till  it  ner- 

the  ground,  he  pulled  him  UP. 
.faid   I   am  furpri'.'ed.  my  boy.^.   t! 

not  more  po'itenefs,  than  to  neglc^ 
-in  fuch  a  manner,  and  endeavour  to  e: 
.by  further  rude:;;  I  do xzi  wu; 

replied.  Win 
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You  alvvays:tell  me  that  the  naughtieft  thing  I 
casi  do,  is  to  tell  lies  ;  and  I  am  lure,  I  am  very 
fony  thsy  arc  come,  for  I  like  to  have  Jemima 
to  ourfeives!  fo  pray,  Sir,  what  would  you 
chufe  I   fhould  do  ?   I   would  have  you,  my 
dear,  returned  his  papa,  always  endeavour  to 
behave  with  good-nature  and  poiitenefs.    You 
cannot  think  how  much  it  will  recommend  you 
to  general  approbation  ;  nor  of  how  great  im- 
portance an  attention  to  the  trifling  graces  of 
your  conduct  will  prove  in  future  life.      And 
although  you,    William,    may   not  be  glad  of 
your  couiins'  company,  (which  in  my  opinion 
is  rather  a  churlifhfpeech)  yet  you  might  have 
behaved  .with  civility  :  might  have  inquired 
after  your  uncle  and  aunt,  have  reached  them 
each  a  chair  to  fit  down  upon,  and  if  you  had 
not  (as  you  cannot  do  it  with  truth}  laid  you. 
was  giad  to  fee  them  ;  yet  you  might  have  ta- 
ken luch  notice,  by  fpeaking  kindly  to  them, 
aa  to  vindicate  yourfelf  from  the  charge  of  mde- 
x//s  and  ill -manners,  which  you  have  now  incur- 
red.   But  as  we  are  boys,  Sir,  faid  Charles,  fuch 
a  ne£le£t  is  not  fo  bad  in  ?tst   as  it  does  not  fo 
much  fignify.  We  are  not,  you  know,  expell- 
ed to  fit  prim  all  the  day,  as  the  girls  do,  and 
play  the  lady.     O  !   how  fhould   i  hate  lo  fit 
•uilh.my  Lands  before  me,  bridling  like  thefm 
for  a  whole  aiternoon  together,  without  mov- 
F  2 
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ing  any  mors  than  my  flick  when  I  put  it  up 
'in  the  corner !  I  would  not  be  a  girl  to  go  into 
company  in  fuch  a  manner  for  the  world  !  I 
am  glad  to  fee  you  fatisfied  with  your  defti- 
nation,  replied  Mr.  Placid;  but  you  are  much 
miftaken,  I  allure  you,  if  you  think  the 
ftudy  of fofyeve/s  is  unneceiTary  to  a  man;  and 
however  you  may  flatter  yourfelves  with  an 
exemption  from  thofe  more  confined  rules  of 
behaviour  which  young  ladies  are  expected  to 
obferve,  yet  I  would  advife  you  to  remember, 
that  a  conftant  attention  to  your  carriage  is 
at  all  times  neceffary,  if  you  would  wifh  to  be 
loved  and  efteemed,  or  to  meet  with  fuccefs  in 


•E  tf  GOOD-NATURE,        57 

. — You,  diaries^  have  fre- 

•l     the-  amazing    difference. 

wiireh  is  vifible  between  C'olnnel  Armftrong  and 

Sir  Hugh  Forefter*  though  the  one  is  a  man  of 

nfe,  of  larger  fortune,  and  equal  y  wor- 

the  other;  yet,  you  regard  the  Colonel 

clmiration,    arid  are  too  apt  to  treat  the 

•  with  ridicule  and  contempt :  fo  great 

arc  the   advantages  of  'that  foftfi,  which  can 

.  acquired  in  early  youth  bv  diligent  and 

;ition  :  for  if  you  accuftom  your-, 

e  about,  to  cat  with  your  fingers, 

•-i  your  kqife  and  fork  fu  low  that  they 

•/  fave  them  from  the  greafe  ;  if  you  flo- 

•vertly  dirt  your  cloaths,  either  omit  to  bow  at 

a!2r  or  elfe  bend  your  bcxly  as  awkwardly  as 

>--*>ter  the  plough-boy;    in   fhorf,  if  by 

ilrng  negl  ft  you  acquire  a  habit 

i  ill-manners,  you  will  fail  to  gain 

which  is  only  paid  to  true  merit> 

-:.c.ompanied  by  the  graces.  Cuftom  has 

.  neceflary  for  you  to  be  particularly  at- 

z  to  the  wants  of  thofe  vv/ith  whom  you 

arc  in  company :  you  fhould  ufe  yourfelves  to 

watch  when  a  lady's  cup  is  em*p.ty,  that  you 

.  ready  to  take  it  from  her ;  or  any  thing 

lien  down  by  accident,  that  you  may 

wkh  br  ifknefs  pick   it  up ;  when  a  chair  is 

• .  .3,  to  fetch  it ;  or  to  give  any  affiftance 
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in  your  power  in  thofe  trifles  which  occur  e- 
very  day  :  and  which,  by  attending  to,  you 
will  learn  a  habit  of  doing,  as  it  were,  mecha- 
nically :  that  is.  without  the  trouble  of  think- 
ing about  it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  you  eat 
your  dinner,  without  reflecting  all  the  time 
what  you  are  doing.  I  confefs,  faid  Charles^ 
that  Colonel  Armflrong  has  always  flruck  me  as 
the  mod  agreeable  man  I  ever  faw  ;  but  he  does 
not  feem  to  take  any  peculiar  trouble  to  be- 
have better  than  other  people.  On  the  con* 
trary,  I  have  heard  my  mamma  fay.  that  he  is 
more  cafy  in  his  manners  than  Sir  Hugh,  who 
labours  to  be  polite,  without  in  the  lead  look- 
ing like  a  gentleman.  That  cafe  which  you 
mention,  faid  his  father,  is  the  degree  of  per- 
fection which  I  am  fo  folicitous  to  have  you 
acquire  ;  and  which  is  the  moft  difficult  thing  to 
attain,  though  it  appears  to  be  exercifed  with- 
out trouble  or  attention.  You  mufl  therefore 
endeavour,  by  the  influence  of  cuftom,  to  gain 
thofe  natural  advantages,  which  can  only  be 
learnt  in  the  early  feafon  of  youth,  and  to  the 
negleft  of  which  it  is  to  be  afcribed,  that  fo 
few  nien  (comparatively  fpeaking)  are  neither 
fdite  or  graceful. 

Tea  being  now  ready,  Mrs.  Placid  and  the 
young  ladie.s  made  their  appearance  ;  and  the 
Mafter  flacids,  to  fhow  they  had  profited  by 
their  papa's  adv:ce5  both  run  to  fetch  a  chair 
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for  Mifs  Sally,  and  reaching  it  at  the  fame 
time,  puflied  with  fuch  force  againft.  each 
other,  that  Charles  hurt  William's  forehead,  and 
very  nearly  threw  him  down  ;  at  which  he  ex- 


preffing  great  forrow,  declared  the  accident 
was  by  no  means  intended,  I  wifti  I  had  not 
been  fo  polite,  faid  William,  rubbing  the  place  ; 
but  I  know,  brother,  you  would  not  hurt  me 
defignedly  j  fo  pray  do  not  fay  any  more  a- 
bout  it,  for  I  do  not  mind  fuch  aJrifle.  I  hope 
not,  faid  his  papa,  and  I  would  not  have  you 
difcouraged  at  the  effcfts  of  your  awkward- 
nefs;  for,  my  dear  boy,  it  is  to  tha^,  rather 
than  your/0//te»£/s,  that  this  terrible  diialterb 


60  JEMIMA  PLACID  ;  or,  the 

owing:  for  h?d  you  minded  when  you  were 
going,  you  would  not  fo  violently  have  en- 
countered each  other :  and  either  of  you 
might,  unhurt,  have  carried  the  chair  to  your 
coufin,  who  has  been  waiting  all  this  time 
without  erne.  And  this  is  a  proof  of  what 
I  juft  now  mentioned,  that  the  grace  which 
you  admire  in  Co'onel  ^rnrftjft&g,  will  not  be 
eajily  obtained,  unlefs  you  be;  careful  to  attend 
to  wV  at  you  are  doing/  As  Mr.  Placid  con- 
cluded this  Tcritence,  he  was  interrupted  by 
the  entrance  of  1VI  after  Wagjlaff.  a  young  gen- 
tleman of  about  thirteen,  who  had  been  for 
fome  years  at  £/?/£#.  but  was  tlren  returned  for 
the  vacation.  His  father  was  a  near  neighbour 
to  the  vicar,  and  had  fent  his  fon  to  invite  the 
family  to  dine  v.  ith  him  the  next  day.  To 
Mr.  ami  Mrs.  PlacTd  conferred  ;  and  at 
the  time  appointed  they  fet  cut  for  the  Grow, 
which  was  the  name  of  Mr.  WagQaffs  houfe. 
On  their  arrival  they  found  the  company 
walking  before  dinner  in  the  garden.  The 
rar.y  o  r  i:.{.C'\  C  r  iYr.  M^5.and  Mifs  If'agfaff, 
and  an  old  gent'eman  of  ihe'nan:e  of  Crtjslj, 
and  a  young  lady  who  was  his  nitce.  She 
\v«s  ufl  turned  of  fifteen,  was  very  preity  and 
genteel;  but  e::iremeiy  effected  in  her  man- 
lier ar.d  convcrfatlon  ;  pretended  to  be  afraid 
of  animals  and  infects  :  and  toffed  herfelf  into 
a  thouiand  ridiculous  altitudes  at  the  f>ghf  of 
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Sprightly  with  his  friend  Samttel^  could  with 
difficulty  refrain  from  a  violent  burft  of  laugh- 
ter. At  length  the  old  gentleman,  being  fome- 
what  recovered,  began  to  reproach  his  niece 
with  her  treachery,  in  having  filled  his  box 
with  pepper,  which  he  declared  it  to  be.  She 
denied  the, charge,  and  difowned  any  know- 
ledge of  the  adventure.  The  truth  indeed  was 
this:  While  Mr.  Crofdy  was  walking  in  the 
garden,  the  young  gentlemen  found  his  box 
cn'ifie  table,  and  thinking  the  efTecl  would  af- 
ford them  fome  occafion  for  their  mirth,  had 
defjred  the  footman  to  procure  them  a  quan- 
tity of  ground  pepper,  which  they  mixed  with  i 
a  little  fnuff,  and  carefully  replaced  the  box  j 
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where  they  found  it.  I  have  already  inform- 
ed you  of  the  fuccefs  of  her  fcheme,  in 
which  they  had  the  more  readily  engaged,  as 
Mr.  Crofsly  was  a  man  of  no  very  agreeable 
difpofition,  and,  by  his  iUrfiature,  had  ren- 
dered himfelf  obnoxious  to  their  diflike.  The 
preceding  accident,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  did 
not  increafe  hi.s  goodihumour  ;  and,  to  fay 
the  truth,  he  WAS  in  no  great  harmony  dur- 
ing the  red  of  the  day. 

Some  time  after -this,,  as  Mifs  Myra  was 
Hooping  to  pick  up  her  fcifTarsy  Bob  contrived 
to  put  a  large  fpider  on  the  lappet  of  her 
cap,  winch  very  q.iietly  marched  about  with- 
out being  J5ei  and  entertained  itielf 
wi.th  the  piofoevi  of  her  ribbons,  gauze?  and 
flowers,  furv...  .  1  curls,  and  examined  the 
beauty  of  a  bow  which  hung  from  the  middle 
of  her  head-drefs.  It  afterward  very  lei- 
furely  took  its  progrefs  down  her  neck,  the 
tickling"  jenfation  of  its  footfteps  ihe  attri- 
buted to,ibme  loofe  locks,  wnich  fhe  ftroked 
up  with  her  hand.  The  motion  quickened 
its  defcent,  and  it  now  Invaded  her  (hovtldcr, 
<and  took  its  path  quite  in  fight  down  her  aim, 
where  ihe  fait'  difcovered  its  appearance. 
With  afcream5which  all  the  whole houfe  might 
have  heard,  fhe  haftily  jumped  acrofsthe  room 
.  .and  overfet  a  little  table,  at  which  the  ladies 
were  at  work,  and  which  falling  on  poor 
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Jemima^  gave  her  a  moft  violent  blow  on  the 
head  and  flioulders.  ftie  being  at  a  diftance 
playing  with  her  coufins  at  cards.  The  com- 
pany, who  were  all  ignorant  of  this  fudden 
ilifturbance,  begged  Mifs  Myra  to  inform  them 
what  was  the  matter  with  her  ?  which  fhe  at 
length  complied  with,  by  exclaiming,  a  fpi. 
der!  afpider!  what  {hall  I  do?  take  it  off  or 
I  (hall  faint  !  This  Sam\  mmediately  did;  but 
as  her  affectation  was  truly  ridiculous,  he  was 
determined  to  divert  himfe'.f  ftili  further  with 
the  effects  of  her  folly.  In  the  mean  time 
her  uncle  blamed  her,  with  fome  warmth,  for 
the  childifh  fooliftmcfs  of  her  behaviour. 
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One  would  have  thought,  faid  he,  it  had  been 
a  giant  inftead  of  ^fpidef  with  which  you  were 
engaged.  Such  an  outcry,  indeed,  for  no- 
thing at  all.— I  am  quite  afhamed  of  you! 
And  oray  fee  what  mifchief  you  have  done  to 
Mifs  Placid!  The  young  lady,  infomecon- 
fufion,  apologized  for  the  hurt  which  her  im- 
petuofity  had  cccafioned  ;  and  Jemima,  who 
was  feidom  ruffled  by  a  trifling  accident,  foon 
refumed  her  ufual  cheerfulnefs,  though  ftie 
"elt  the  pain  for  a  confiderable  time.  Peace 
and  'order  being  once  more  re-eftablifhed,  a 

kct  of  fruit  was  brought  to  pleafe  the 
children,  together  with  fome  bifcuitf,  and 
bme  fmall  feed-cakes,  which  Mrs.  Wagfitff 
[jad  provided  for  their  entertainment. 

Mifs  Mjra  was  politely  offered  fome  by 
Matter  $rf$tfy,  and  upon  opening  an  apu- 
pot,  a  lecorid  objeft  of  her  averfion  prefent.ed 
itfeif,  not  lefs  dreadful  than  the  former,  a 
large  earwig  dropped  into  her  lap.  Notwith. 
itanding  the  late  mifchance  which  had  hap- 
pened, in  confequence  of  fuch  a  weak  indul- 
gence of  her  fears,  (he  again  fhrieked  as  if 
violently  hurt,  and  ftarted  from  her  feat, 
which  {he  kicked  back  at  the  fame  time, 
without  any  regard  to  her  uncle,  who  was 
ftooping  d'own  behind  her  chair  to  pick  up 
the  ilalk  of  a  bunch  of  currants  which  he  had 
G 
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foft  fall.  The  chair  met  hi>  face  with  fuch 
violence  as  to  knock  out  one  of  .his  front 
teeth,'  which  had  been  loofe  a  great  while, 
and  which  he  had  carefully  preserved,  as  it 
much  afiiited  his  fpeech.  You  may  imagine, 
therefore,  that  the  event  did  not  reftore  him 
to  a  very  placid  ftate,  as  he  had  already  been 
fufric'ently  difcompofed  by  the  former  cir- 
cumflances  which  1  have  mentioned. 

Added  to  her  uncle's  difpleafure,  Mifs 
Mjra  had,  in  fome  degree,  fuffered  herfeif ; 
having  torn  a  muflin  apron  which  fhe  was 
working,  and  which  fhe  had  unpinned  to 
fiiew  to  Mifs  Waia,  Such  was  the  (late  of  | 
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affairs,  when  Mr.  Speedmoret  a  young  country 
gentleman  entered  the  room.  He  was  about 
Teventeen,  very  tall,  and  clumfy  in  his  ap- 
pearance, and  entirely  deliitute  of  jhofe 
graces  which  Mr.  Placid  had  the  preceding 
evening  recommended  to  his  Tons.  As  loon 
as  he  had  muttered  over  his  firft  compli- 
ments to  the  matter  of  the  houfe,  he  fneaked 
himfelf  into  a  chair  that  flood  near  the  door, 
'and  fitting  down  on  one  fide  of  it,  placed  an 
oak  flick,  which  he  held  in  his  hand  be- 
tween his  legs,  and  leaning  his  chin  upon  the 
top,  fometimes  rubbed  the  head,  and  at  o- 
thers  gnawed  a  piece  of  his  glove,  which  hap- 
'pened  to  be  unfewed.  Mifs  Mjra  furveyed 
his  figure  with  the  utmofl  contempt,  and  whif- 
pered  to  her  companion  Mifs  Wagftaff)  that 
the  fhould  like  to  teaze  fuch  a  boor;  which, 
{he  fuppofed  might  be  eafily  done,  by  oblig- 
ing him  to  fpeak,  as  he  abfolutely  feemed  to 
have  lofl  his  tongue. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolption  fhe  ad- 
dreffcd  herfelf  particularly  to  him,  and  inquir- 
ed, whether  he  had  been  to  a  camp,  which 
was  at  fonie  little  diftance  from  Smihdale  ? 
And  whether  he  had  yet  learnt,  or  intended 
to  learn  the  manual -exercife  ?  To  this  quef- 
tion,  as  he  was  very  inattentive,  he  at  firft 
returned  no  anfwer;  and  upon  its  being  re- 
G  2 
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repeated,  he  mifunderftood  her  meaning,  and 
replied,  co.  Mifs  !  I  have  feen  no  Emanuel^ 
nor  do  I  know  any  fuch  perfon.  This  mif- 
apprehenfion  afforded  great  entertainment  to 
the  younger  part  of  the  company,  who  laugh- 
ed for  feme  time  at  his  miftaj<e:  till  Mr. 
Placid  inquired  into  the  caufe,  and  with  great 
good-nature,  blamed  them  for  the  indulgence 
of  their  mirth  at  Mr.  Speedmore's  expenfe  : 
and  Mifs  Wag f  off >  with  a  fmile  at  Mifs  Mjra, 
added,  that  the  laugh  was  turned  fmce  the  ear- 
wig  had  efcaped.  She  blufhed  at  the  con- 
Icioufnefs  which  {he  felt  at  the  reproof,  and 
giving  her  friend  a  tap  on  the  fhoulder,  en- 
joined her  to  be  Client,  declaring  fhe  would 
not  again  fpeak  to  the  young  man,  though  he 
fhould  gnaw  his  flick  down  to  the  ferrel. 

Mrs.  Placid^  though  in  fome  meafure  reco- 
vered from  her  late  indifpolition,  ftill  con-  i 
tinued  extremely  weak.  The  coach  was  there- 
fore ordered  to  attend  them  early  ;  and  taking  i 
their  leave  of  the  company,  they  all  returned 
home :  when  the  young  folk,  after  wifhing 
them  good-night,  retired  to-bed.  The  next 
morning,  at  break  faft,  Mifs  finer  began  the 
converfation,  by  fhewing  how  awkwardly 
Mr.  Sfeedmore  had  behaved,  and  what  a  crofs 
gentlenun  (he  thought  Mifs  Mjra's  uncle  was. 
I  was  fo  glad  when  the  fnuff  o.ade  him  fneeze 
and  cough!  faid  Mifs  Sally.  And,  I  am  fure 
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he  deferved  it,  faid  W'illicim;  for  laft  Sunday* 
when  we  were  coming  home  from  church,  lie 
Hood  at  the  little  gate  in  the  church-yard 
with  fat  Mr.  Stopway,  and  would  not  let  ''Tom, 


he  fihTercd  ?  \vhy.  rny  dear,  you  take  ••  cm 
af!Vot:t  fad  I'.'  to  heart  ;  but  fo  far  from  think 
ing  it  ill-natured 'of  him  to  tell  fuch  a  poor  bo; 
oi  a  fault,  I  d;.;re  fay,  he  intended  it  as  a  kirn 
G3 
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admonition  :  for  Tom  had  riot  any  body  to  in* 
ilruft  him  in  thofe  common  attentions  of  ci- 
vility, which  are  neceffary  to  recommend  even 
a  day-labourer  to  regard.  And  if  Mr.  Speed- 
more  had  the  advantage  of  a  friend  to  hint  to 
him,  the  ufe  of  politenefs,  it  might  have  (aved 
him  from  the  cenfure  of  your  coniin,  who 
fcems  to  have  been  quite  aftoniflied  ac  the 
rufticity  of  his  manners.  That  young  man, 
continued  he,  has  received  no  advantage  from 
his  education  ;  his  father  having  neglefted  to 
improve  him  in  any  thing  but  the  (potts  of 
the  field,  in  which  his  own  time  is  entirely 
engaged,  and  to  which  he  has  brought  up 
his  (on :  fo  that  you  ought  rather  lo  compaf- 
lionate  his  misfortune,  than  ridicule  h:s  de- 
ftcis :  and  from  observing  how  unpteaiing 
fuch  a  roughnefs  of  manners  will  make  a  per- 
icn  of  a  good  difpofition,  learn  to  beftow 
greater  aiTiduity  in  the  cultivation  of  your 
own  graces.  But  I  am  too  apt  to  forget.  Sir, 
(aid  Charles,  that  though  I  aimays  intend  to 
rnind  your  advice,  and  think  it  vcryjuft  and 
reasonable  at  the  time  you  are  fpeaking  to  me, 
yet,  when  I  pafs  by  a  gentleman,  I  frequent- 
ly do  not  pull  off  my  hat  till  he  is  out  of 
fight ;  and  then  I  recolleft  it  would  have  been 
more  polite  fo  to  have  done  ;  and  thus  in  o- 
ther  caies,  I  do  not  remember  to  attend  when 
any  body  in  company  is  addieffing  themfeives 


ADVANTAGE  of  GOOD-NATURE.  71 
to  me  ;  becaufe  I  am  bufy,  either  in  looking 
out  of  the  window,  or  playing  with  fome.- 
thing  that  is  near  me,  and  fo  they  are  oblig- 
ed to  fpeak  feveral  times  before  I  hear  they 
are  talking  to  me.  But  you  fhould  take  pains 
not  to  forget  any  thing  that  you  are  taught, 
replied  Mr.  Placid,  or  otherwife  there  will  be 
no  ufe  in  my  taking  the  trouble  to  inftruft 
you.  I  wiil  tell  you  a  ftory,  Charles. 

There  was  once  a  gentleman  and  a  lady 
who  had  two  children,  a  boy  and  a  girl. 
They  were  fomewhat  like  you;  that,  is,  were 
troubled  with  fhort  memories:  for  although 
they  were  frequently  told  to  ho'd  up  their 
heads,  turn  out  their  toes,  and  fay,  Sir,  and 
Iviadam.  when  they  addreRed  any  body,  they 
confiantly  forgot  to  do  it.  Their  papa  was 
one  day  lamenting  this  negligence  of  his 
children' to  a  perfon  who  paid  him  a  vifit,  and 
who  replied,  that  if  he  would  truft  them  t® 
his  management,  he  would  engage  in  a  fhort 
time  Ju  deeply  to  imprefs,  it  upon  their  minds, 
that  they  fhould  ever  after  retain  his  inftruc- 
tions  on  their  memory.  To  this  pn3pofal 
the  gentleman  very  willingly  agreed ;  and 
Matter  &«,  and  his  fifter  Peggy,  accompanied 
their  papa's  friend  to  his  houfe.  As  they 
were  acquainted  with  the  defign  of  their  vi- 
fit, he  addrefled  them  the  next  morning  in 
terms  to  this  purpofe  :  As  you  well  know 
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-.-hat  is  expeaed  from  you,  and  have  been 
fully  inftrufted  in  the  requifite  attentions  of 
polite  behaviour,  I  (hall  hope  you  wiil  ob- 
jcrye  them  very  minutely  ;  and  in  order  to 
remind  you  when  you  are  forgetful,  I  fhali 
keep  this  little  fpur  in  my  hand;  and  when- 
ever I  fee  occafion  {hall  take  the  liberty  of 
applying  it,  which  will  give  you  a  {harp  de- 
gree of  pain ;  and  therefore,  I  dare  fay,  you 
will  take  care  to  avoid  it.  Befides  this.  I 
Ihall,  as  opportunities  arife,  punifti  your  neg- 
lect by  the  lofs  of  yout  meals,  or  any  thing 
elfe  which  I  may  think  proper  to  deprive  you 
of;  and  the  former  you  remember  to  obferve 
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every  thing  \vhich  you  are  defired,  the  fooner 
you  will  return  to  your  parents;  with  whom, 
if  your  memories  remain  fufficiently  good  to 
do  as  you  are  bid,  you  will  continue;  but 
whenever  that  fails  you,  they  will  turn  you 
to  my  indruftions.  The  young  folk  lidtned 
I  very  attentively  to  his  difcourfe,  and  pro- 
;  mifed  obedience  to  his  commands;  in  which, 
promife  their  intention  was  to  be  fincere,  and 
he  care  fled  them  accordingly.  But,  my  dear 
Charles,  little  Ben  foon  forgot,  that  to.  loll  his 
arms  on  the  table  at  dinner  time  was  by  no 
means  confident  with  good  manners  ;  upon 
which  his  new  tutor  applied  his  fpur  with 
fuch  fuccefs  to  his  elbows,  that  the  fmart  he 
experienced  in  a  moment  occafioned  their  re- 
moval. His  fifter  had  foon  reafon  to  fympa- 
thize  with  his  misfortune  from  her  own 
feelings*,  for  as  fhe  had  an  ugly  cuftom  of 
drinking  with  her  mouth  full,  and  breathing 
in  her  glafs,  the  reminding  fpur  attacked  her 
cheek  To  fharply,  that  the  fmart  would  not 
let  her  fir  get  the  caufe  which  had  given  an 
opportunity  for  its  ufe. 

Another  day  fhe  ate  her  break f aft  with 
fuch  immoderate  hade,  that  the^z^r  was  ap- 
plied to  fugged  the  necedity  of  chewing  her 
food  more,  and  not  (wallowing  it  as  if  fhf? 
was  afraid  of  lofing  it  ;  which  in  effe6l  fhe 
did,  for  it  was  taken  from  her,  becaufe  (he 


cried  nt  the  pain  which  her  monitor  occp-f.on- 
ed.  without  m'r.ding  its  admonition.  When 
£-.e  1st  cro!s- legged,  (he  was  furprifed  by  the 
r.g  her  knee  ;  and  when  The  illi- 
berally fcratched  her  head,  it  attacked  her 
fingers  ;  when  (he  (looped  her  head,  The  feit 
it  in  her  neck  ;  and  in  fhort,  was  fo  continually 
tormented  with  its  painful  invafion,  that  fhe 
xvas  obliged  as  well  as  her  brother,  (who  was 
equally  moved)  to  remember  at  all  times  to 
behavs  gracefully.  When,  therefore,  they 
had  acquired  this  neceffary  degree  of  atten- 
tion, they  were  permitted  to  retarn  home. 
They  never  forget  the  ufeful  admonition  of 
the  friendly  fpur;  as  on  any  occafion  in  which 
their  memory  proved  defective,  it  was  fufH- 
cient  to  tell  them  they  fhould  return  to  the 
gentlemen  who  kept  it  in  his  poflefTion,  and 
they  immediately  atted  in  a  becoming  man- 
ner. And  do  yon  not  think  Charles,  con- 
cluded Mr.  Placid,  that  fuch  a  fpur  would  be 
of  infinite  ufe  to  you,  as  you  are  fo  often  apt 
to  ferget  what  is  of  great  conlequence  to 
TeTtumber  ? 

Mils  Piners  fmiled  at  each  other,  they  be- 
ing both  confcious,  as  well  as  Matter  Placid, 
trnt  they  had  frequent  occafions  for  its' ufe. 
Indeed  from  this  t  me,  whenever  any  of  them 
were  guilty  of  any  omiffion  or  neglefl, 
v,-ere  apt  to  laugh  at  each  other  and  ca 
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room  for  her,  which  Mifs  Nelly  very  crofsly 
refuted.  Do  pi  ay,  fitter!  faid  fhe,  get  ano- 
ther feat  for  yourfelf,  for  you  cannot  come 
here  I  allure  you!  There  is  room  enough  for 
us  both,  laid  M.fs  Salfy,  and  all  the  other 
chairs  are  occupied.  One  has  got  a  paper  on 
it  full  of  VLntiam's  fhells,  another  has  a  band* 
box  with  my  aunt's  gauze,  and  thofe  two  by 
the  door  our  dolls  are'  afleep  upon  :  you  keep 
one  employed  with  your  work,  and  I  mufi 
not  tak'e  that,  for  it  is  the  chair  my  aunt  was 
fitting  on,  and  I  fuppofe  {he  will  want  it  a^r 
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gain  on  her  return.  I  do  not  care,  faid  Nelly  9 
I  tell  you  I  (hall  not  let  you  come !  fo  you 
may  ftand  if  you  like  it,  or  go  to  the  other 
window!  cannot  you?  But  I  want  to  be 
near  the  table  !  fo  pray  do,  returned  Sally,  en- 
deavouring to  fqueeze  herfelf  into  the  feat  : 
while  her  fitter,  putting  her  hand  againft  the 
wainfcot,  kept  her  place  with  all  her  force 
fhe  was  miftrefs  of;  nor  would  give  up  an 
inch  to  the  endeavours  of  Satlj,  who  now 
hkewife  growing  warm  by  opposition,  exert- 
ed  all  her  force  to  maintain  the  part  fne  had 
gained ;  till  at  laft  fhe  got  pretty  near  the 
tentre,  without  having  indeed  any  confider- 
able  advantage  ;  for  both  fillers  were  as  clofe 
to  each  other  as  can  well  be  imagined,  each 
with  an  extended  arm  again  (I  the  window- 
mutter,  and  pufhing  againft  each  other  with 
increafing  anger  and  malevolence. 

'Jemima  had  kindly  gotten  up  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  conteft,  and  made  an  offer  of 
her  chair  to  either  of  the  combatants ;  but 
they  were  both  fo  much  difpleafed,  that  they 
paid  no  attention  to  her  good-natured  propo- 
ifal ;  and  at  length,  Mifs  Netty,  to  fecure  her 
fituaticn,  fet  her  foot  againft  the  table,  and 
ftruggling  with  all  her  force,  overfet  it,  with 
every  thing  that  was  upon  it,  on  the  ground. 
Sciflfars,  work-ba^s,  doll's  cloaths,  gauze,  rib- 
bons, and  various  other  things  fell  in  con- 


voured  in  vain  to  catch  it,  but  the  overthrow 

of  the  table  was  too  fudden  for  her  to  pro* 
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vent,  and  the  noife  of  the  affray  brought  Mis. 
Placid*  who  had  been  up  flairs  to  fetch  fome 
thread,  into  the  room. 

Mifs  Placid,  with  a  tear  darting  to  her  eye, 
ran  to  her  mamma,  and  pointmg  to  the  bro- 
ken pieces  without  fpeaking,  picked  them 
up,  and  pat  them  into  her  hand/ 

Mrs.  Flacid  inquired  into  the  caufe  which 
tiad  produced  fuch  unfortunate  effects  :  and 
<&al/j,  who  imagined  fhe  was  the  party  injured, 
•ed,  related  the  whole  occafion. 

Her  aunt,  who  perceived  they  were  too 
angry  to  attend  to  the  admonitions  at  that 
time,  told  Mifs  Finer  to  go  up  flairs,  and  de- 
fire  the  maid  to  come  and  pick  up  the  broken 
glafs,  and  fent  Sallj  for  a  little  while  into  the 
garden.  Then  taking  Jemima  by  the  hand,- 
and  affectionately  ki fling  her,  fhe  thus  ad- 
dreffed  her  beloved  daughter  on  the -loft  of 
her  doll.  I  am  extremely  forry,  my  .  dear, 
that  by  your  coufins  foolifh  contention  you 
are  deprived  of  what  has  afforded  you  fo 
much  pleafure ;  but  as  I  fee  you  are  fo  good 
a  child  as  to  bear  the  accident  with  compo- 
fure,  and  do  not  fret  about  it,  which,  you 
well  know,  would  never  be  able  to  repair 
your  lofs,  when  I  write  to  your  aunt,  which 
I  believe  I  fhall  do  to-morrow,  I  will  defire 
her  to  fend  you  another  immediately  :  and  as 
you  have  long  wifhed  for  one  that  is  made 
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wilh  its  eyes  to  open,  you  fhall  have  one  of 
that  fort  now.  You  lee,  my  love,  how  very 
naughty  your  coufins  are,  to  be  fo  paflionate, 
and  fo  frequently  to  difagree  with  each  other  ; 
as  by  this  conduct  they  interrupt  their  own 
happinefs,  and  difcompofe  every  body  who 
is  connected  with  them.  And  furely,  it  is 
very  eafy  for  brothers  and  fillers  to  live  in 
harmony  and  affe&ion,  if  they  will  but  re- 
folve  to  be  good-natured  and  obliging  :  and 
how  much  morje  comfortable  do  you  pals  your 
time  who  never  quarrel  with  your  brothers, 
than  do  thofe  filly  girls. 

"Jemima  thanked  her  mamma  for  her  indul- 
gent    promife,     and    taking  up    her    facelefs 
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child,  carried  it  with  "her  up  flairs,  where  fhe 
met  her  brothers ;  and  with  a  fad  counte- 
nance held  it  up  to  their  view.  They  imme- 
diately deiired  t.,  be  informed  what  (he  had 
done  %vith  ?  ie  face,  and  were  much  grieved 
at  the  relation  of  its  misfortune. 

She  then  undreffcd  it  ;  and  put  the  cloaths 
very  carefully  away,  arid  fo  great  was  her  af- 
fettion  for  its  remains,  that  (he  laid  the  body 
in  the  fame  drawer  :  nor  could  prevail  with 
herfelf  to  part  with  it,  although  fo  much  dif- 
fi  ured  as  to  renew  her  regret  for  its  lofs  every 
tirre  (he  beheld  it. 

Juft  as  (he  fmifhed  this  employment,  her 
papa  entered  the  apartment ;  and  calling  her 
to  him,  commended  the  placid  manner  in 
which  (he  had  fupported  an  accident,  which 
many  little  girls  would  have  fretted  about  for 
a  long  time.  You  fee,  my  dear,  faid  he, 
that,  young  asy  ou  are,  numberlefs  occafions 
arife  which  are  proper  to  exercife  your  for- 
titude, and  call  forth  your  patience  into  ac- 
tion. Cider  people,  my  Jemima*  meet  with 
greater  trials;  but  there  is  a*  much  raeiit  in 
your  fubmitting  calmly  to  fuch  accidents,  as 
tend  to  difcompofe  your  temper,  and  pro- 
voke your  indignation,  as  in  your  .elders  bear, 
ing  with  the  real  troubles  of  life.  Th*fe  mor- 
tifications, to  which  every  child  muft  fubm-t, 
Ihould  be  always  received  with  compofure  ; 
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and  I  hope  you  will  never  fufFer  them  to 
rufle  your  temper,  or  make  you  forget,  that 
to  be  good-natured  is  one  of  the  firfl  duties  you 
can  exercife  in  focial  intercourfe.  I  dare  fay, 
you  are  very  forry  for  the  lofs  of  your  doll, 
and  I  am  grieved  that  it  has  fo  happened  ; 
for,  I  know,  that  a  trial  is  greater  or  lefs,  in 
proportion  to  the  value  which  the  perfon  af- 
fixed to  the  objeft  they  are  deprived  of.  That 
is,  though  /  fhould  not  mind  the  breaking  of 
a  down  '•Max  dolls  on  my  own  account^  yet  to jratt, 
who  liked  to  play  with  it,  it  is  a  great  lofs 
indeed. 

During  this  confolatory  difcourfe  Mrs.  P/*« 
dd  talked  very  ferionfly  to  her  two  nieces. 
She  began  by  telling  Mifs  Finer,  that  fhe  had 
on  many  occafions  obferved  her  to  behavo 
very  ill-natured  to  her  fifter ;  and  as  you  are 
the  eldeft,  my  dear,  faid  fhe,  1  think  you 
ought  to  endeavour  to  aflift  her,  and  fet  a 
good  example  :  and  how  can  you  ex  peel:  fhe 
fhould  be  obligidg  to  you,  when  fhe  never 
fees  any  inftances  of  kindnefs  in  your  beha- 
viour? Why  would  you  not  make  room  for 
her  this  morning  when  fhe  defired  you  ?  The 
window  was  large  enough  for  both  of  you/ 
and,  I  am  fure,  your^denial  muft  have  ren- 
dered you  very  uncomfortable :  it  is  very 
)  to  aft  in  fuch  a  m.annera  an* 
H  3 
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allow  y^ur  paliions  to  'erome  fo  violent  that 
ycu  a  e  quite  regardlefs  the  r  cc:  fequence. 
But  I  ha  i  the  wlnc*o  A  frft,  M.aam,  laid 
Mifs  Finer,  and  tr  ere  fete  {he  had  no  right  to 
it;  and  I  never  heard  ihat  there  was  any 
*u>ickfdneft  in  keeping  ore's  own  place,  when 
ore  had  gotten  poifeflion  !  There  is  great 
nuickcdnefii  replied  rer  aunt,  in  being  fo  tena- 
cious ot  every  trifle,  as  to  difag.ee  about  it 
vith  thofe  wiih  whom  we  live,  efpecially 
between  brothers  and  fillers,  who  ought  al- 
ways to  be  united  in  afFc6t'"on  and  love  :  and 
if  vou-jwu;  indulge  your  pafiions,  fo  Uiat  you 
will  fubrnit  to  no  oppofition,  it  will  make 
you  hated  and  defpifed  by  e^eiy  body,  and 
ccxftantly  unhappy  in  your  own  mind.  It  is 
impofTible.  my  dear,  to  have  every  circum- 
ftance  happeu  as  we  wifh  it  to  do;  but  if  a 
d'fappcintment  could  at  any  time  juflify  ill- 
nature  and  petulance,  it  would  certainly  be 
adding  greatly  to  the  unhappinefs  of  life. 
And  do  you  think,  my  dear,  that  iofght  on 
every  occafton  with  thofe  who  oppoie  you, 
as  at  all  confiftent  with  _the  delicacy  of  a 
young  lady  ?  j  dare  fay,  when  you  give  your- 
felf  time  to  reflect  on  the  fubjeft,  you  will 
perc  ive  that  you  have  been  much  to  blame: 
and  that  whenever  you  have  fuffered  your- 
fe'-f  to  be  ili-natured  and  quarreifome,  you 
have  always  been  proportionably  uneafy  and 
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wretched.  Nothing  can  fo-much  contribute 
to  your  prefent  felicity,  or  future  peace,  as 
a  good  uuder  {landing,  and  cordial  affeftion 
for  your  fifter.  You  will  moft  probably  be 
more  in  her  company  than  in  any  other  per- 
fon's,  and  how  comfortable  would  it  be,  by 
every  little  office  of  kindnefs,  to  affift  each 
other.  I  am  fure,  if  you  will  try  the  expe- 
riment, you  will  find  it  much  better  than 
fuch  churl  ifh  reliftance,  and  provoking  con- 
tentions. It  is  by  good-humour,  and  an  at- 
ten  on  to  pleafe  in  trifles,  that  love  is  cherifli- 
ed  and  improved.  If  your  fifter  want  any 
thing  be  alliduous  to  fetch  it.  If  fhe  can- 
i\  i  untie  a  knot,  do  it  for  her.  If  ihe  wifli 
for  a  place  in  the  window,  make  room  imme- 
diately. Share  with  her  all  that  is  given 
to  you ;  conceal  her  faults,  as  you  difjike 
your  o<wn  to  be  obfervecl :  commend  her  good 
qualities,  and  never  envy,  but  endeavour  to 
emulate  her  perfections.  By  this  method  you 
will  enfure  her  regard,  and  make  yourfelf 
happy  at  the  fame  time;  that  will  give  the 
higheft  pieafure  to  your  parents,  and  obtain 
the  efteem  of  all  your  acquaintance.  Think 
.of  thele  motives,  my  dear  girl,  and  reiblve 
to  exert  yourfelf;  and  when  you  feel  inclin- 
ed to  be  angry  and  crofs,  recollecl:  whe- 
ther it  will  be  wank  while,  becaufe  you  have 
frft  gotten  pojeilion,  19  engage  in  a  comeft 
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which  will  forfeit  all  thefe  advantages.  Think 
with  yourfelf,  fhali  I  lofe  my  fifter's  love,  or 
abate  her  regard,  for  an  orange,  a  play-thing^ 
or  a  feat  ?  Do  I  not  prefer  making  her  con- 
tented, and  keeping  my  own  mind  ferene 
and  placid,  before  the  pleafure  of  enjoying 
a  toy,  or  any  other  thing  equally  trifling? 
Will  it  tire  me  to  fetch  down  her  cloak,  or 
her  doll,  if  fhe  be  in  want  of  them?  and 
fhall  I  not  do  it  in  lefs  time  than  it  will  take 
to  difpute  rwhffi  bujinffs  it  is  to  go  ?  In  fhort, 
my  dear  niece,  you  will  find  fo  much  eafe 
and  pleafure  refult  from  the  refolution  to 
oblige,  that  I  dare  fay,  if  you  once  attempt 
it,  you  would  be  inclined  to  perfevere. 

But,  indeed  Madam,  returned  Mifs  Nelly, 
my  filler  is  as  crofs  to  me  as  /  am  to  her:  and, 
therefore  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  do  what 
you  advife,  for  I  cannot  bear  to  do  every 
thing  for  her  when  fhe  will  do  nothing  for  me, 
You  are  both  much  to  blame,  faid  Mrs.  Pla- 
cid; but  as  you  are  the  elder  it  is  your  place 
to  fet  a  good  example :  and  do  not  you  know, 
Ne/fy3  how  far  that  incitement  will  prevail* 
When  you  have  refufed  her  one  requeft,  fho 
is  naturally,  by  way  of  retaliation,  induced  to 
qeny  jou  another:  this  increafes  your  mu- 
tual diffatisfaftion,  and  commences  new 
quarrels  ;  by  which  means  your  anger  is  con- 
tmued,  fo  that  neither  is.  inclined  to  oblige  or 
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condefcend.  But  if  fhe  finds  you  centime  to 
be  pood-natured,  fhe  v.  ill  catch  the  kind  im- 
pretlion,  as  flie  ufed  to  imbibe  the  ill-habits 
of  malevolence  and  rage.  In  every  cafe  you 
fliould  confider,  that  the  errors  of  another 
pei  (on  are  no  excufc  for  the  indulgence  of 
evil  in  youiklf. 

The  converfation  was  here  concluded  by 
the  entrance  of  Mr.  Wagftajf,  and  his  fon ; 
and  as  they  (laid  the  rell  of  the  day,  there 
was  no  further  opportunity  to  relume  it. 
While  the  young  folk  were  all  at  play  in  the 
evening  in  the  fummer-houfe,  Mils  Nelly  ran. 
away  with  Sam's,  hat,  and  he  pursued  her  for 
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fome  time  without  overtaking  her;  but  at 
laft  a  fcuffle  enfued  as  (he  held  it  fall,  and 
fometimes  put  it  under  -one  arm,  fometimes 
under  the  other;  then  knelt  upon  it,  and  af- 
terwards fat  down  upon  it.  In  this  laft  at- 
titude, as  mafter  Wagjlajf  was  ftruggling,  (he 
endeavoured  to  rife,  but  his  foot  being  upon 
her  frock,  (he  tore  a  fad  vent  in  it ;  and  one 
of  his  buttons  having  caught  in  her  ribbon, 
did  as  much  damage  to  that  lihewife. 

This  accident  put  an  end  to  the  conteft, 
and  her  good-humour  at  the  fame  time.  She 
got  up  immediately,  totted  away  the  fubje& 
of  contention  with  the  illiberal  epithet  of 
"  take  you*  najly  hat  !  I  >wijb  1  had  never  touched 
it,."  And  the  more  he  emdeavoured  to  footh 
her,  the  more  vexed  (he  appeared;  calling  him 
a  carelefet  jfiifchie<vGUs  monkey^  and  afking  how  he 
thought  the  rent  was  to  be  mended? 
'  Jemima,  likewife  tried  every  method  in 
her  power  to  moderate  her  refentment  ;  re- 
pTefenting,  that  it  was  no  fault  of  Mafter 
WagJlaJF's,  and  advifing  her  to  be  more  com- 
ppled,  and  to  join  in  tneir  play  again.  But 
all  in  vain,  (he  would  only  fret,  grumble, 
and  interrupt  their  entertainment  ;  fo  Sam 
ret-ired  to  a  bench  in  the  alcove,  and  fitting 
down  with  the  Mafter  Plaeids,  left  her  to  her 
ill-humour,  \\hiie  with  his  pencil  he  wrote 
the  foITowihg  verfes: 
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¥,    iSeiiy  di-at  !  now  do  not  crj, 
And  <u  et  the  t  pretty  fparkling  eye  ; 
What  tho'  by  chance  1  tore  your  lacet 
Don't  make  that  horrible  grimace  i 
Do  put  that  ugly  frown  away, 
And j 'bin  agin  in  facial  play  ! 
for,  after  <z//}  what  can  you  do  ? 
Will  pouting  thus  the  rent  renew? 
But  Neil,  why  what  a  brawl  you  keeft 
I  'vonu  the  chickens  cannot  Jleep; 
Do,  pray,  objeive  that  cackling  hen, 
Is  com\ng  from  her  rofft  again. 
The  evening  flies  that  f warm  before  ut9 
Ftryvu  hwvc flopped  their  buying 
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*[hc  horfes  that  it-e-e  grazing  tktrtt 
Have  left  their  food  at  you  ttsJL;n'+ 
your  noife  diftnrb*  all  nature's  ptace^ 
The  grafshoppers  ikeir  evirating  ctafef 
And  iron:  itifi  pints  a  \ rog :s  leap'd  outt 
<To  kn-yw  the  canfe  of  all  ibis  nut. 
Tbenjtof.  / j, ••:'//.-( e.  or ytri II faidj 
A  -uucrj'e  dij'ejler  flitl  behind. 
A  needle,  wit  a  aflfHutsa  cc.rc^ 
May  the  torn  frock  again  re  fair  : 
Bf.'t  petulance  and  pafiionVy/r;/>j 
Will  re  no  the  future  bliis  of  lijfj 
Tear  the Jiit<  edge  ofyoy  a\':ciy 
Jliid  have  the  heart  to  grie  f  a  prcj. 

This  remonftrance  enraged  Mlfs  Finer  more 
than  before,  and  fhe  flounced  out  of  the  gar- 
den, declaring  ihe  would  no  longer  (lay  to  be 
fo  iniulted. 


But.  my  dear  E/iza,  if  I  fhcmUl  continui 
a  minute  relation  of  the  e^'ents  which  oc 
curred,  during  my  (lay  in  Mrs.  Placid's  fa 
miiy,  the  perufal  would  taVe  up  too  muc 
of  your  time,  and  I  have  already,  in  the  ir 
cicents  which  i  have  feletled,  run  to 
much  greater  length  than  at  firO.  dcfigtirt 
The  amiable  'Jemima  is  now  fix  teen,  and  fi 
the  fweetneis  of  her  manners,  amd  the  ev« 
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tnd  unruffled  ferenity  of  her  temper,  is  juft- 
y  admired  by  all  who  are    fo  happy  as   to 
enow    her.     If  you    would    wifh    to    defervc 
equal  efteem,  the  means  are  entirely  in  your 
own  power,  frnce  a  determined  resolution  to 
sleafe  ;others,  will  make  you  happy  in  your- 
ielfj  and  render  the  occurrences  of  life  more 
upportable.     The  only  life  of  reading,  is  to 
icquire  inftruftion  ;  and   if  you   leek    not  to 
njevtble  the  good,  and  avoid  the  bad  examples 
With  which   you   are   prefented,  your   ftudies 
will    tend  to   little   purpofe.     If  the  charac- 
ter you  meet  with  in    any   degree    refemble 
your  own,   and  if  the   foibles  of  thofe   cha-> 
rafters    diiguft    and   offend    you,    inflead    of 
throwing   the   book    afide   with    refentment, 
you    fhould  endeavour    to  improve  the   fail- 
ings  of  which    you  are  confcious,  and  then 
you   will   no    longer    meet    your    own    por- 
trait, in  that  which  the   Author  has  de'crib- 
cd.     Befides    that,     there    is    another    realon 
to  incline  you  to  this  reformation,  fmcc  if  you 
fo  much   difl.ke   thofe  errors   in   an  imaginary 
character,  think  how  extreinely  irkfome  fuch. 
faults  muft   be    to  your    friends.       If   repre- 
fcniations    of    Mils    Pincr's    fretfulnefs    is  di(- 
"pleafmg    to    contemplate,      how    much    more 
vexatious  mud  it  be,  when  our  parents  find 
the  fame  dilpofuion  prevail  in  their  own  child. 
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In'this  period  of  your  life,  be  perfuaded  to 
form  fuch  habits  as  may  be  continued  in  a 
more  advanced  age  ;  and  believe  me,  the  ha* 
bit  of  good-humour  will  conduce  moft  effen- 
tialiy  to  your  happinefs.  The  accident  which  * 
gave  occafion  to  the  account  \vhich  I  now 
tranfmit  to  you,  was  in  no  degree  remedied 
by  the  captious  petulance  with  which  you  be- 
moaned it  :  and  the  time  which  you  wafted 
in  unprofitable  lamentations,  would  hava 
nearly  repaired  the  damage.  Unavoidabler 
difafters  are  beyond  remedy,  and  are  only  ag- 
gravated by  complaints.  By  fubmitting  with 
a  good  grace  to  the  difappointments  of  lifej 
half  its  vexations  may  be  efcaped.  I  cannot, 
I  think,  better  conclude  the  fubje£  and  my 
cpiftle,  than*  with  a  few  lines  which  were 
written  by  Mifs  Placid  in  anfwer  to  Mifs  Piner9 
who  reproached  her  with  not  {Viewing  a  pro* 
per  degree  of  concern,  when  they  were  di& 
appointed  going  with  a  party  upon  the  water* 
by  a  violent  ihower  of  rain,  which  they  had 
for  a  long  time  been  defirous  of  doing. 

Say,  Whj  Jhould  I  fretful  my  fate  fo  lament. 
Six:?  pleafurey?///  waits  on  the  Jmile  of  content  ? 
Will  the  cioudsyixjtf  difperfe,  ij  indignant  I  frown? 
And  tbf  rain  ceafe  in  tomtits  the  village  to  drown? 
Will  ibe  thunder',;  leudpeal  be  then  hnjb  'd  ints  feact  f 
And  the  ilorm  at  v$  bidding  its  vioknaf  aeje? 
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Will  the  iunjcr  txy  anger  difcwcr  its  ray, 
dnd  at  t-ace  all  ths  beauties  of  nature  dijplay  ? 
¥hfii  Eleanor  tell  me^  what  joy  Jhovld  1  find, 
In  the  dijcord  of  paftion,  the  ftorm  cf  the  mind? 
(Th6'  the  elements  mill  net  rcjign  to  myjkuay. 
My  temper,  /  truft,  reatoii'f  ^Qicejball  obey  ; 
Let  me  make  to  ?ny  f&ie  tnj  dejtrts  rtjign, 
And  tkfjojs  oj  contentment  w///  t<ver  be  mine^ 


THE    END. 


